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Jeannette Peters, takes aim with a fire hose during the final portion of the 
Firefighter Challenge, as Ak-Chin Firefighter/EMT Darren Peters guides her.

Celebrating 40 Years, AKC 
Fire Department Hosts 
Pancake Breakfast
Story and photos by Robert Miguel

Why Are The Pecan Trees 
Being Cut Down?
Story and photo by Robert Miguel

Top l to r: Mercedes Salcido, Vanessa Soliz, Tracy Zimmerman, Nicole 
Nickens, Janelle Mason, Kim Creamer, Kathleen Miguel, Geraldine Looper, 
and Vicky Smith. Middle l to r: Gwen Lopez, Juanita Miguel, Hermalinda 
Mavis, Marcela Batopis, Tera Thornton, Candi Chavez, Bianca Mata, Deidra 
Carlyle, and Angie Soliz. Sitting l to r: Jennifer Smith, Barbara Hawkins and 
Marilyn Thompson.

Administrators Recognized

Celebrating 40 Years continues to Page 5

Story by Runner Staff, photo submitted

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
Feast Celebrated at St. 

Francis Church in Ak-Chin
Story and photos by Megan Quintero

Sacrament Celebrations

St. Kateri continues to Page 2

Story by Robert Miguel, photo by Kristen Villegas

St. Kateri is celebrated during mass services at St. Francis Church in Ak-Chin.

Pecan Trees continues to Page 5

On Saturday, April 
25th, the Ak-Chin Fire 
department hosted a 
milestone event that 
featured a “Pancake 
Breakfast”, guest 
speakers, firefighter 
challenge, traditional 
dance performance, and 
a collage of photos from 
years past, all of which 
commemorated the 
40th Anniversary of the 
Department. 

Guided by Ak-Chin 
Fire Captain, Jennifer 
Boehm, the celebration, 
held at Milton “Paul” 
Antone Memorial Park, 

began with a prayer by 
former Ak-Chin Fire 
Fighter, Marvin Thomas, 
whom is a member of 
the Gila River Indian 
Community, but was 
raised in the Ak-Chin 
Community. 

Thomas followed up the 
prayer with comments 
of being one of the 
first employees of the 
Department when it was 
established in 1986, as 
he mentioned the other 
employees including; 
Hiram “Tweety” Carlyle, 
Norman Vincent, Jr., 
Cecil Peters, Joseph 

Kakar and Fred Antone. 

He shared his experience 
and memories of the high 
and low moments during 
his tenure under former 
Ak-Chin Fire Chief, the 
late Bill White, as well 
as Connie Boys. Marvin 
reminisced about the 
“tight-knit crew” and 
the different equipment 
they worked with, such 
as the big lime-green 
“Slimer” water truck and 
the yearly Fourth of July 
fireworks.

The microphone was 
then handed off to Ak-

One of the more beautiful 
sites as you make your 
way to the Ak-Chin 
Housing department, is 
the acres of pecan trees 
that greet you as you get 
to the parking lot. 

The orchard of trees, 

which are of the hickory 
species and walnut 
family, along with 
the heavily covered 
structure of shade, when 
in full bloom and the 
smell, are a “welcome” 
and embraced scenic 
opportunity when 

visiting the area. 

I don’t know if you’ve 
noticed, but all that has 
gone away just recently. 
For the past couple of 
weeks, chainsaws could 
be heard, cutting all the 
pecan trees down, which 

During the month of 
April, the Ak-Chin Indi-
an Community and St. 
Francis of Assisi Church 
celebrated with over 
fifty young Catechists 
who received their Sac-
raments at St. Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church. 

The first group received 
their three sacraments; 
Baptism, First Holy 

Communion and Confir-
mation on Holy Satur-
day, April 4, 2026, with 
Father Peter Teresa.

On Saturday April 18,  
Bishop John Dolan of the 
Phoenix Diocese and Fa-
ther Antony Tinker, cel-
ebrated with forty-nine 
catechists who received 
their First Holy Commu-
nion and Confirmation.

Nine of the forty-nine 
were adults who only 
needed one more sacra-
ment (confirmation) to 
fulfill their three sacra-
ments.

Congratulations to all 
who received their sac-
raments, and continued 
blessings.

Sacraments continues to Page 3

On April 25, the Saint 
Kateri Tekakwitha Feast 
was celebrated at St. 
Francis of Assisi – Ak-
Chin Mission. Mass 
was celebrated at 10 
am, with Father Antony 
Tinker, followed by a 
procession of the Saint 
Kateri statue around 
the church grounds. 

After St. Kateri’s statue 
was set up, everyone was 

able to come forward 
and offer their blessings.  
The event was then 
opened up for prayers, 
followed by the Gila River 
Matachina dance group. 

Once the dancers 
completed their 
performance, a blessing 
for the lunch meal was 
shared and the St. Peter 
Choir sang as food 
was being distributed.

During lunch, speakers 
came forward with 
prayers and awards were 
handed out to; Sr. Martha 
Mary Carpenter, OFM, 
Darlene Burnette, John 
Nieto & Terri Ysaguirre. 

The recipients who were 
nominated for their 
dedication and service 
received plaques, that 
were inscribed, “In 
recognition of your 

Throughout the Ak-
Chin Indian Community, 
you will find some of 
the hardest-working 
individuals. Every 
department gives their 
utmost effort every day to 
create a better community. 

While much of the work 
you see is visible, many 
of these unsung heroes 
behind the scenes help hold 
everything together—
these individuals are 
our Administrative 
Professionals.

On April 20, all the 
department admins 

gathered for a luncheon 
at Harrah’s Casino to 
celebrate their dedicated 
contributions to their 
departments. It was a 
wonderful opportunity to 
acknowledge their efforts 
and recognize their hard 
work. 

The atmosphere was 
lively, and it was 
heartwarming to see 
everyone come together 
for this occasion.

As the admins arrived, 
they were greeted by the 
event staff. Each table 
featured gift bags that 

contained various items, 
including a small tumbler 
cup, pens, notepads, and a 
small office plant for each 
admin. 

Ak-Chin Community 
Events department, who 
coordinated the event, 
commented, “Very 
proud to have been 
able to host our much-
appreciated professional 
administrators at an 
exclusive luncheon this 
April. We feel fortunate 
to have so many dedicated 
and hard-working 
admins supporting our 
departments, and hope 
that they enjoyed the 
event.”

National Administrative 
Professionals’ Day, also 
known as Admin Day, 
is celebrated on the 
Wednesday of the last full 
week in April each year. 
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Forty-Nine children and adults celebrated their sacraments 
with Bishop John Dolan of the Phoenix Diocese and 
Father Anthony Tinker, during mass on Saturday April 18.
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St. Kateri award recipients, l-r: John Nieto, Terri 
Ysaguirre, Sr. Martha Mary Carpenter, OFM, and 
Darlene Burnette.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
5/1
Ham & Eggs, Pota-
toes, Toast, Fruit 
& Yogurt

Red Chili Stew, Po-
tato Salad, Pinto 
Beans, Chumath, 
Peaches

5/4
Cream of Wheat, 
Boiled Eggs, 
Toast, Banana 

Cobb Salad w/
Turkey, Egg, To-
mato, Cucumber, 
Avocado, Roasted 
Potato, Garlic 
Toast, Sliced Ap-
ples/Oranges

5/5
Red Chilaquiles, 
Scrambled Eggs, 
Refried Beans, 
Fruit Salad

Cinco De Mayo 
Lunch w/Lotería

Carne Asada 
Tacos, Corn in a 
Cup, Pinto Beans, 
Fresh Cut Fruit, 
Mexican Sweet 
Bread

5/6
Oatmeal, Boiled 
Eggs, Toast, Fruit 

Butternut Squash 
Soup, Turkey 
Sandwich, Cel-
ery, Chips, Fresh 
Pears

5/7
Pancakes, Scram-
bled Eggs, Bacon, 
Mixed Berries

Mother’s Day Tea 
Party Hosted by 
Him-Dak, 11 AM 
to 1 PM Mission 
School

Deadline to Sign 
Up for Diamond-
back Raffle

Lima Beans, 
Sweet Potato, 
Pork Chop & Po-
tato, Corn Muf-
fins, Mandarin 
Oranges

5/8
Green Chili Burri-
tos, Sour Cream, 
Concha, Fruit 
Salad

Elder’s Mother’s 
Day Mimosa’s 
9:30 am

Deadline to Sign 
Up for - Ghost 
Ranch Exotics Zoo

Diamondback 
Raffle Winner’s 
Announced

Chicken Parme-
san, Over Pasta, 
Spring Salad, 
Breadsticks, 
Strawberry Short 
Cake/Apple

5/10
Happy Mother’s 
Day 

On Your Own 
Diamondback 
Game 1:10 PM

5/11
Scrambled Eggs, 
Potatoes, Sau-
sage, Toast, Fruit

Bar-B-Que Chick-
en, Baked Beans, 
Cole Slaw, Biscuit, 
Apple Sauce

5/12
Cream of Wheat, 
Boiled Eggs, 
Toast, Apples

Pinto Bean Tost-
adas, Chicken To-
stadas (D), Cau-
liflower, Brown 
Rice, Peaches

5/13
Biscuits & Gravy, 
Scrambled Eggs, 
Peaches with Cot-
tage Cheese

Sandwich Bar, 
Green Leaf/To-
mato, Pea Salad, 
Pickle, Tomato 
Juice, Fruit Cock-
tail

5/14
Breakfast Que-
sadilla, Salsa & 
Sour Cream, Fruit 
Salad

Red Chili Indian 
Taco, Corn on the 
Cob, Ice-Cream

5/15
Potato Casserole, 
Scrambled Eggs, 
English Muffin, 
Fruit & Yogurt

Elder Day Trip to 
Ghost Ranch Ex-
otics Zoo & Lunch 
– Marana, AZ Bus 
Departs at 8 AM

Pinto Beans, Beef 
& Barley, Carrots, 
Corn Bread, 
Apple/Orange

Breakfast Served from 7 AM to 8:30 AM
Lunch Served 12 noon to 1 PM

Craft Room is OPEN from 8 AM to 3 PM

Menu Subject to Change without Notice

For Transportation Call Georgia 
at 520-568-1760

Call After Hours 24/7 520-858-5043

Calendar is Subject to Change 
& Cancel without Notice

May Elder CalendarMay Elder Calendar

We, the family of Benedict Joseph Miguel, would like to thank 
all who helped prepare and lay our beloved grandfather, 

uncle, cousin, brother, father and friend to rest. 

It was difficult to have prepared a statement on his passing 
due to not willing to accept that he no longer is with us 
physically. The tremendous support that we have received 
since his passing, has been overwhelming and appreciated! 

We thank each and every one of you for your kind words and 
for sharing your memories that you had with him personally. 
From running around with him as a child and or working 
with him on the Ak-Chin Farms; his presence brought and 
filled each and every one of your hearts with easiness, 
friendship, understanding, laughter, support, tradition, 
culture and most importantly, to be yourself and help when 
you can; these were the traits of his father, the late Jonas 

Paul Miguel (badt). 

Thank You To The Following: Community Council, Ak-Chin 
Farms, Ak-Chin Fire, Ak-Chin Sanitation/Public Works, Earl 
Justin, Rick Gardner, Flower Ruelas, J. Warren, St. Francis 
Catholic Church, Ak-Chin Runner, Ak-Chin Police, Ak-Chin 
Security, Ak-Chin Health & Human Services, Carole Lopez 
& Family, Lerline Peters, Dean Peters, Glenna Francisco, 
Choirs, Gabriel Encinas Group, San Xavier, Tohono O’odham 
Nation, Traditional Dancer, Traditional Singer, Clifton Pablo, 
and all family members and friends who donated food and 
water and other goods; we may have missed some names, 
departments and groups, but know you all are appreciated.

Uncle Ben was so full of life, all he wanted was to be happy 
and do good things for others. This is why it was so difficult 
to accept! But we are slowly understanding and accepting 
that it was his time to reunite with his mom, dad, siblings 
and others from the community who have gained their 

wings and have taken the journey. 

We can slowly let go knowing that he gave us enough and 
to continue to live with what he was taught by his parents, 
which he has passed onto us on being a Miguel. We are his 

legacy and his continuance of the heart he had. 

Rest In Peace Grandpa/Uncle Ben!

Miguel Family
Lopez Family

Joaquin Family

devotion to the Catholic faith and deep 
spirituality which exemplify St. Kateri’s 
love of God and neighbor, the environ-
ment, and spirit of sacrifice. St. Kateri’s 
final words ‘Jesos konoronkwa’ [Jesus, 
I Love You]. Awarded April 25, 2026

Also recognized that day were mem-
bers of the Kateri Planning Commit-
tee; Peggy Monroe, Joan Bahe, Lerline 
Peters, Marilyn Thompson and Flow-
er Ruelas, for their assistance in the 
planning for this year’s Kateri Feast.

The Kateri planning committee would 
like to offer their prayers of thanks to all 
who attended and supported this year’s 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha Feast, with spe-
cial acknowledgments to all the par-
ishes for their dedication and the St. 
Francis of Assisi, Ak-Chin Indian Com-
munity for being the gracious hosts.

In Loving 
Memory

of 
Benedict 

Joseph 
Miguel

March 27, 1963 - March 28, 2026

St. Kateri continued from Front

WE HAVE 16 OPENINGS!

Please join us to visit the 
Ghost Ranch Exotics, animal 
petting zoo in Tucson AZ. 

This is a private tour 
with presentation on the 
Capybaras and other fun to 
see animals like Kangaroos, 
Warthogs (Pumba) Turtles, 
Baby goats, Peacocks, and 
other exotic birds and many 
other animals to see! 

This is an educational 
journey to discover the 
unique traits and behaviors 
of these adorable animals.

The 1 ½ hour tour provides a 
one-on-one opportunity to 
learn about these amazing 
creatures and see them in a 
safe, respectful environment.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements and wishes 

may be dropped off, 
phoned in, or e-mailed.

ARTWORK, LETTERS, 
STORIES

The Ak-Chin O’odham Runner 
is a Community Newspaper 
and encourages Community 

involvement. 

If you have artwork, photos, 
poems or a great story that 

you would like to share, 
please contact us so we 
can include it in “YOUR” 

newspaper. 

If you have suggestions or 
comments about “YOUR” 
newspaper, please let the 
Runner Staff know that too. 

All submitted letters MUST 
be signed by the author and 

are limited to 200 words. 

Authors must also include 
their name, address, and 

phone number. 
Names can be omitted 
by request. Anonymous 
submissions will not be 

accepted. 

We reserve the right to edit 
all submitted material for 

clarity, grammar and good 
taste. All submissions should 

be received as typed or 
non-cursive writing.  Please 
do not submit UPPERCASE 
or formatted paragraphs. 

Submitted pictures need a 
return address and brief 

description. Pictures with no 
address will remain on file. 
Allow 2 weeks for return.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE
2026 Subscription rate is 

$45.00. If you would like to 
receive the “Runner” by mail, 

please send a $45.00 
check/money order to: 

Ak-Chin O’odham Runner
42507 W. Peters & Nall Rd.
Maricopa, Arizona 85138

Make check/money order 
payable to: 

AK-CHIN INDIAN 
COMMUNITY

NEXT DEADLINE
Don’t forget the 

DEADLINE for the 
May 15 - June 4, 2026

issue is due by
FRIDAY, MAY 8TH

Please submit all 
announcements, wishes, 

etc. no later than 
FRIDAY, MAY 8TH

Material submitted after the
MAY 8TH DEADLINE
cannot be guaranteed 

placement. If appropriate 
and relevant, it will be 

included in the next issue.
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2026 Ak-Chin 2026 Ak-Chin 
Preschool GraduatesPreschool Graduates

Jasper Justin

Frida Avila

Lailani Marrietta

Stella Makil-White

Alivia Peters

Stoney Marsh

Anastasia Soke

Senia Santiago

Joseph Zabawa III

Kingston Peters

Leonard Narcia

Eliza Smith

Noe Rebollar

Ak-Chin Environmental Pro-
grams’ annual Earth Day Cele-
bration once again brought the 
community together with a shared 
purpose: to honor and protect the 
environment while educating 
and inspiring future generations. 

Earth Day serves as a reminder 
of our responsibility to care for 
the land, conserve resources, and 
promote sustainable practices that 
benefit both people and wildlife.

This year’s event welcomed just 
under 400 attendees and featured 
31 interactive exhibits, offering 
hands-on learning opportuni-
ties, environmental resources, 
and fun activities for all ages. 

The continued growth of the 
event, gaining nearly 100 ad-
ditional participants each year, 
highlights the community’s 
increasing commitment to en-
vironmental stewardship. Ak-
Chin Environmental Programs 
is already planning for an even 
larger celebration next year to 
accommodate the rising interest.

A special thank you goes out to 
all who made this event possible 
from Harrah’s and the volunteers 
to exhibitors and participants. 
We also appreciate the communi-

ty’s understanding when supplies 
ran out due to the overwhelming 
turnout. Your enthusiasm is what 
makes this event such a success.

We extend our sincere grati-
tude to Ak-Chin Communi-
ty Council for supporting this 
event and for approving admin-
istrative leave to employees, 
so that they could attend and 
participate in the celebration.

This year also showcased the in-
credible talents and dedication 
of local youth. A heartfelt thank 
you to the Student Council from 
Desert Sunrise High School for 
assisting with exhibit setups, 
as well as to the Winter Guard, 
Dance, and Cheer teams for 
their outstanding performances. 

Additional appreciation goes to 
our talented performers, Learn 
with Aloha, the Akimel Waila 
Band, and Aaron White, who 
helped make the day both ed-
ucational and entertaining.

We look forward to next year’s 
Earth Day Celebration, with 
even more exhibits, activi-
ties, and opportunities to come 
together as a community in 
caring for our environment.

Ak-Chin’s Earth Day 
Celebration Draws 

Growing Crowd and 
Community Spirit
Story by Brandy Nelson, Environmental Programs Specialist, 

photos by Runner Staff

Ak-Chin St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Mission 
16657 Church St. 

Maricopa, AZ 85139 
 
 

May 2026 Mass Schedule - 12:00pm 
 

 
May 3 
Fr. Elijah DeLello 
 
May 10  
Fr. Peter Teresa McConnell 
 
May 17  
Fr. Antony Tinker 
 
May 24 
Fr. Peter Teresa McConnell 
 
May 31 

Fr. Antony Tinker 

Sacraments continued from Front

A beautiful hawk from 
Liberty At Heart was on 

display along with other bird 
species.

Ann Marie Antone takes 
a moment for a photo 

opportunity with 
Captain Planet.

Ximena Arellanes

Avianna AndaverdeEsme Alarcon

Johnathan EnosKody Carlyle

Alek Kitcheyan-HunterEzekiel Gonzalez

During Holy Saturday Mass, on April 4, 2026,  seven 
members of St. Francis celebrated their First Sacraments, 
l-r: Joanne Preston, Elizabeth Antone, Isabella Antone, 
Caleb Ugalde, Connor Martinez, Mark Pablo Jr., and Cecil 
Miguel. Father Peter Teresa celebrates with the group.

Photo by Kathleen Miguel
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Every year in April, we can 
expect libraries across the country 

to come up with exciting events 
and programs for the public to help 
celebrate the National Library Week. 
This year’s National Library week fell 
on April 19- 25 with the theme being 
“Find your Joy”.  

Organized by the American Library 
Association in the 1950’s, this 
weeklong celebration was designed 
to highlight the importance of library 
usage; and also, to combat the lack of 
reading during the rise of television 
use.

The Ak-Chin Indian Community 
Library joined in the festivities with 
their own weeklong activity-packed 
celebration starting on April 20 with 
“The Joy of Painting.” Whether you’re 
a beginner painter or more skilled in 
the art, this was the perfect opportunity 
to decompress after a long day. 

Attendees had the option to free paint 
or follow along with Robin Vincent, 
Ak-Chin Library Aide in a landscape 
piece. “The Joy of Painting” was 
played and refreshments were 
available for all to enjoy.

Tuesday, April 21 the Ak-Chin Library 
staffers organized an After School 
Snack for students in all grades. Mrs. 
Naomi Bishop, Ak-Chin Library 
Manager read to the students, “The 
Little Red Wolf” by Amelie Flechais, 
while they chowed down on the 
snacks.

Every Wednesday, the library has their 
story time scheduled for 10 AM. April 
22, this day’s edition featured great 
reads all about Earth Day!

The Library After Dark was Thursday, 
April 23, the planned activity gave 
attendees the opportunity to decorate 
recycled glass bottles using old 
magazines, yarn and mod podge. The 
fun was not stopped at the crafting, as 
a raffle for sweet prizes was also going 
on throughout the night. Dinner was 
provided too, which featured taquitos, 
beans, rice, chips, salsa and diced fruit.

On April 24th, Family Game Night 
started off with refreshments and a 
raffle before the games begun. The 
first game to kick off the evening was 
a drawing game, where participants 
had to draw things such as a dragon 
saving a princess, a walking taco, 
a unicorn going to the library, and a 
banana wearing underwear. A few 
other games that were being played 
were the Taco, Cat, Goat, Cheese, 
Pizza, along with Uno and Jenga.

On April 25th, the last day to National 
Library Week was Dinosaur Day. 
The afternoon started off with story 
time, where Mrs. Linda read the book 
“Rawr” by Todd Doodler, following a 
polite and well-behaved t-rex.

After the story was over, a couple 
activities had been planned to pull out 
everyone’s inner paleontologist, like 
putting together dino puzzles, digging 
for dinos in the sand or out of dirt 
covered eggs and even making their 
own dinosaur puppets.

When asked about Family Game night, 
Naomi shared, “I would say that the 
most popular games were the Drawing 
Game and the SpongeBob Square 
Pants 1,000-piece puzzle. The puzzle 
was so popular that many people came 
back on Saturday to complete the 
puzzle!”

Regarding the whole National Library 
week festivities she stated, “(Last 
week) the library was full of joy and 
fun with community members playing 
games, making crafts, and exploring 
dinosaurs. 

The library is a place where everyone 
is welcome and there is lots to explore 
and learn. More fun events coming 
soon so check the Runner for the 
library calendar or stop in to see 
what’s happening in the library in May 
and this summer.”

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK AT AK-CHIN LIBRARY

Above: Gioni took the time to free 
paint some of his favorite fruits 
and vegetables during the Joy of 
Painting night.

Above: Mrs. Naomi presents Heidi 
with a prize that was Bob Ross 
themed during the After Dark 
activity.

Above: There was plenty of 
magazines to pick from during the 
After Dark craft. 

Above: Esther was a prize winner 
during the Family Game Night 
raffle.

R i g h t : 
Estrella and 
R e b e c c a 
w e r e 
some of 
the many 
to follow 
along with 
Robin in 
p a i n t i n g 
t h e 
landscape.

Left: Nicole works 
tediously on her 
colorful, flower 
filled vase. With the 
playing of music 
in the background 
and concentration 
from everyone, 
this craft was 
both relaxing and 
unique.

Right: Hard 
at work 
trying to 
c o m p l e t e 
t h e i r 
d r a w i n g s , 
t h e s e 
a t t e n d e e s 
put their 
best art 
skills to the 
challenge.

Left: Jonathan Enos works 
diligently to color his 
dinosaur egg.

Below: Dinosaur day 
was the best way to end 
National Library week 
and had a great turnout 
of families.
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What once was a site 
that many enjoyed, 
is now an empty 
setting with two pecan 
trees still upright and 
intact as shrubs of cut 
trees are scattered.

Celebrating 40 Years continued from Front

Current, former and cadets of the Ak-Chin Fire department, l-r: Antonio 
Rodriguez, Mateo Rodriguez, Tommy Hoetzlein, Justin Burke, Michelle 
Carpenter, Lori Leavitt, Darren Peters, Delia Carlyle, Bob Blagen, Renee 
Boehm, Cecil Peters, Jennifer Boehm, David Henson, Jacob Dickerson, 
and Tom Fields. 

Early April, this was the site of the pecan trees located next to the Housing 
and Sanitation Departments prior to it being cut down for good.

Guests take the opportunity to get a free breakfast plate that featured 
pancakes and sausage as well as drinks of orange juice, coffee and water. 

Rescuing a kitty was one of the 
tasks on the Fire Challenge course.

Elijah Peters prepares to put on his 
hat before taking to the course.

Chin Councilmember, 
Cecil Peters, former Fire 
Chief of the Ak-Chin 
Fire Department, whom 
retired after 36 years, 
before taking office as an 
elected official. 

Peters thanked everyone 
for coming out and 
celebrating the forty 
years of the department. 

He acknowledged former 
employees who were 
able to attend the event, 
that came from “the Old 
House” which included; 
Bob Blagen and Lori 
Leavitt.

Although they were 
not in attendance, 
Peters mentioned other 
employees who made 
a commitment to the 
department in the early 
years, such as; Adella 
Zabawa, Flora Howerton, 
Isabel Vasquez, Gloria 
Lucas, Cheryl Pevler, 
Allen Alcott, and Candace 
Alcott. 

Following Council-
member Peters’ 
comments, a group photo 
of current and former 
Ak-Chin Fire department 
personnel staff was taken. 

Shortly afterwards, 
the Ak-Chin San Juan 
Kwalyia Dancers gave a 
square dance similarity 
performance, which 
was then followed by 
a “give away” dance. 
Meanwhile, Ak-Chin 
Recreation hosted games 
in the nearby fields. 

Following an 
intermission, sign-ups 
for all who wanted 
to participate in the 
Firefighter Challenge” 
was presented. It was a 
great day to be outdoors, 
with great music enjoyed 
by Cecily Peters and 
Robert Miguel, a jumping 
castle available for 
children, and of course, 
plenty of pancakes, 
sausage and juice given 
out for free for all 
attendees. 

Firefighter gifts, which 
included; stickers, hats, 
and other fire safety 
inspired decals, were 
handed out. 

To conclude the 
day’s celebration, the 
Firefighter Challenge 
capped off a wonderful 
event. Children, teens 
and adults who signed 

up were able to compete 
in games which included; 
push-ups, sit ups, 
crawling underneath an 
arched structure, lifting 
dumb bells, pulling a 
hose to a certain distance, 
climbing a ladder, saving 
a kitty (stuffed toy), 
dragging a tire, putting 
on fire gear, and aiming 
a live fire hose towards 
a cone and knocking it 
down. Whew! What an 
obstacle! Following each 
age category, medals 
were given out to the top 
three placers. 

The Ak-Chin Fire 
Department would like to 
thank the Ak-Chin Indian 
Community and its 
members for trusting us 
giving us the opportunity 
to serve them, the 
membership has always 
made our employees feel 
part of the community 
and we greatly appreciate 
it.

Congratulations to the 
Ak-Chin Fire department 
on forty years of keeping 
the community safe 
and providing the best 
emergency medical care 
possible for its members 
and for others!       

has also displaced the 
many birds chirping and 
other species who called 
the pecan trees “home”.  
When you drive to the 
end of the Community 
now, all you see is two 
remaining trees and 
scattered trunks of cut 
down trees. 

There has been plenty of 
speculation; What other 
crops are being planted 
there? Are we building 
more homes in that area? 
And, is Sanitation/Public 
Works expanding? 

According to Ak-Chin 
Farms Manager, Damien 
Murrieta, the removal of 
this grove of pecan trees 
was decided upon due to 
a non-profit status since 
Covid, and mosquito 
grievances. 

“We used to have an 

export market to China 
that helped the price, but 
that disappeared and has 
not come back,” Murrieta 
said. “To reduce the 
economic loss, we are 
reducing acres of pecans 
and chose to reduce trees 
by low producing fields 
and problematic fields 
for the Community. 

The two fields, which 
represent 24 acres, were 
selected to be removed 
because of mosquito 
complaints over the past 
years. The mosquito 
complaints from 
members are the main 
reason for removal.” 

Paul Bunyan’s Firewood 
out of Guadalupe, 
Arizona began cutting 
and removing the trees 
back in March. Currently 
the project removal is 
still on going, with a 

completion date slated 
for May. Paul Bunyan is 
hauling away the wood 
to its retail location in 
Guadalupe, where it is 
then sold to the public 
and to restaurants. 

Once Paul Bunyan is 
completed with their 
removal services, piles 
of small branches in 1-2 
in. diameter pieces of 
wood, will be open to the 
Community to gather. 

In the fall, the plan is to 
burn any left-over piles 
and do tillage to plant 
the fields into an annual 
crop. 

In the future, Ak-Chin 
Farms is planning on 
clearing more pecan 
trees behind the main 
Headquarters that has 
a poor stand and low 
production area.

Pecan Trees continued from Front
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On Friday, April 17th the 
Harrah’s Development System 
(HDS) Associates and Lead-
ership, visited the Maricopa 
High School to discuss em-
ployment opportunities for the 
Community Youth Program, 
formerly known as the Sum-
mer Youth Program offered at 
Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino.

The Community Youth pro-
gram is geared to the high 
school students who are en-
rolled Ak-Chin Tribal Mem-
bers and maintain good aca-
demic standings. 

Each participant will have the 
opportunity to work in select-
ed Back of House departments 
at Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino, 
such as Hospitality, Food and 

Beverage, Facilities & Ware-
house.

Roles that will be available for 
new participants will be...
- Room Attendant in House-
keeping
- House-person in Housekeep-
ing
- Hotel Bell Attendant
- Hotel Pool Attendant
- Cook for outlets such as, 
Team Member Dining Room, 
Agaves Restaurant, Chop, 
Block and Brew and Oak and 
Fork (Prep Cook for those un-
der the age of 16)
- Stewarding

The HDS Associates present-
ed a slideshow that includ-
ed a unique “Point of View” 
(POV) clips that allowed the 

high school students to see real 
footage of the roles and spoke 
on their experiences even as 
a former Community Youth 
Worker that has transitioned 
into a Full-Time HDS Asso-
ciate. In addition to hyping up 
each role for new recruitments, 
the HDS Team also highlight-
ed Community Outreach with-
in the Ak-Chin Community 
and volunteering with local 
non-profits such as Feed My 
Starving Children and Lead-
ership Workshops previously 
held during the Summer.
If you are interested in learn-
ing more about the Communi-
ty Youth Program, please reach 
out to Della Honie at 480-802-
5089 or dhonie@caesars.com. 
Application deadlines are May 
7th, End of Day.

HDS Summer Youth Orientation

Story and photos submitted by Della Honie

April 24, 2026

PROJECT CONSTRUCTION NOTICE 
for 

WATER SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT 266 
HOMES, AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY                                                             

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISIONS

Project Description: 
This project will replace the water service lines between houses and the water 
mainline for 266 houses throughout the Ak-Chin Indian Community in Maricopa 
Arizona.  The service waterline replacement will include new service tap connection 
to the water mainline and installing new water meters.  The old service line will be 
disconnected and the old water meter will be removed.  The disturbed areas within 
the construction limits will be resorted to original position. 

Purpose of the Project: 
This project will replace the old service lines with new more dependable water 
service lines and new water meters. The project will improve the water service 
quality to the houses by minimizing water line breaks and repeated repairs on the 
old service waterlines. 

Safety Precaution:
During construction activities, residents should be careful around the construction 
areas and moving construction equipment.

Timeline of the Project: 
The project started construction March, 2026, and will continue for 8 months. 
Currently working in Mesquite subdivision. Water service lines for several houses 
were successfully replaced. 

Flyer notices will be distributed to the individual houses prior to starting construction 
on the houses’ new water service lines replacement.   

Project Team: 

AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY
Capital Projects Office

Owner/Applicant: 
Carlton Carlyle
Water Operation Manager 
Ak-Chin Indian Community 
Phone: (520) 568-1148 

Design & Construction Engineer
Marcus Felter
Indian Health Service
Western Arizona District Office
Phoenix, AZ
Phone: (480) 280-6341

HDS Assoiciates from l to r: Reginald Delores, Adam Bowman (back), Myluani Antone, Johnny 
Perkins(back), Zaida Soliz, Della Honie (Supervisor), Erica Oliver (HDS Manager), Anthony 
Rogers(back), Misty Quintero, Shanna Narcia

Requirements:  All interested parties who desire to serve on the Ak-Chin Housing Board must submit a  
letter of interest detailing why they are interested in serving on the Ak-Chin Housing Board.  In your letter 
of interest, please note which Board, Commission or Committee you currently serve on, and when your 
term expires.

Enrolled Community employees must also submit documentation from their supervisor allowing them to 
serve on the Ak-Chin Housing Board.

Please send all letters of interest Attn: 	 Ak-Chin Community Council
			            		  ATTN: Victoria A. Smith
			            		  42507 W. Peters & Nall Road
			            		  Maricopa, AZ  85138

Deadline for Letters of Interest is Wednesday, May 13, 2026 by 5:00pm.

Reminder:  Community Members can only serve on three (3) Boards or Commissions or Committees 
maximum at any given time.

The Ak-Chin Housing Board:
1.	 Ensures compliance with the housing programs, which include but are not limited to all Ak-Chin 

Community homes, Housing and Urban Development (HUD) homes and Tax Credit homes in 
coordination with the Community Council.

2.	 Is responsible for preparing recommendations to the Community Council for approval or denial of 
Housing Board actions/decisions.

3.	 Is responsible for ensuring that all established policies regarding lease compliance, resident issues, 
home care and maintenance are followed and enforced.

4.	 Taking timely action on all Housing Board related matters.
5.	 Preparing for and attending all meetings and trainings of the Board.

AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY
ONE (1) VACANCY FOR THE AK-CHIN HOUSING BOARD

VACANCY OPEN TO AK-CHIN COMMUNITY MEMBERS ONLY

ATTENTION
Community Members

Past Due Fines/Restitution

If you are delinquent on your fines/restitution, or not sure if you have an outstanding 
balance. Please contact the courts at (520) 568-1385 at your earliest convenience to avoid 

the following penalties:
•	Withholding of Annual Distributions
•	Garnishment of Wages for those working within the Community

You can void any of the above collections by the following:
•	 You may come and make a payment arrangement and must be consistent. 
•	 You may come to the court and dispute the matter and request a hearing. 
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Season beginnings for 
Recreation baseball

Story and photos by Kristen Villegas

It was a warm but nice 
day for some T-ball and 
Coach Pitch games on 
April 18, starting with the 
young t-ballers, the Ak-
Chin Sun Devils at 9 AM 
against Gila River. With 
this being the first game 
of the season, we were 
shown that practice really 
pays off. 

Not only were these 
games adorably cute, 
the kids seemed to be 
enjoying the running 
around the bases and for 
the baseballs. 

At 10 AM, Team Ak-Chin 
Diamondbacks took the 
field once again against 
Gila River for the Coach 
Pitch game. I would say 
the older you get the more 
competitive you get for a 
win, because these teams 
seemed to be sharing a bit 
of a back and forth. 

Team Ak-Chin’s Jonah 
Dickerson had baseball 
watchers cheering 
proudly as he made a 
home run early on in 
the game. During their 
times in field, Team 
Diamondbacks made 
great stops and worked 
well at getting those outs. 

Want to see more from 
these Ak- Chin teams? 
They have their next 
scheduled games on May 
9 at the Milton Antone 
Memorial Park Softball 
field.

Left: Jonah 
Dickerson steals 

third base and 
gets a home 

run. The crowd 
went crazy 

cheering him 
on.

Below(L-R): 
Logan Tittes 

gives a hard 
swing to second 

base. Kody 
Carlyle high-
fives Coach 

Christian Soliz, 
after getting on 

first base.

Left are the Ak-
Chin Sun Devils 

(L-R): Christopher 
Narcia, Yasmine 
Carlyle, Roman 
James, Jocelyn 

Antone, Sadie 
Rivers, Jonathan 

Enos, Kody 
Carlyle, Ayden 

Acunia-Pablo

Below: Action Shot 
from infield.

Left: Roman 
James 

eagerly 
raises the 
baseball 

for the 
coaches 

to see 
with peer 

Ayden 
Acunia-

Pablo 
assisting.

Saddleback Awards 
continue to Quarter 4

Story by Kristen Villegas, photos by Vera Pablo and Bojana Uzelac, Ak-Chin Student Advisors

Ak-Chin members 
who attend Saddleback 
elementary received 
the honor of the PBIS 
ticket on April 23. The 
three lucky recipients 
included Brooklynne 
Baptisto (2nd grade), 
Kerwin Ugalde (3rd 
grade), Aaliyah Vincent 
(4th grade), and Felix 
Andaverde (4th grade).

Mentioned last issued, 
the PBIS ticket stands 
for Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and 

Supports; and this 
ticket is given to 
those who display 
the; be respectful, be 
responsible, and be safe 
motto of the Maricopa 
Unified School District. 

Following school 
expectations and 
procedure is also a 
requirement for receiving 
this achievement.

Congratulations to these 
young scholars, keep up 
the great work!

Ak-Chin students Felix Andaverde, Aaliyah Vincent, and Kerwin Ugalde 
were selected for Pride awards during the 4th quarter. Photo Below: 
Congratulations to Brooklynne Baptisto for also receiving the PBIS ticket.

Salt River Friendship 
Youth League Opening Day
Submitted by Jordan Gusse, Ak-Chin Recreation Program Coordinator
Photos by Kathleen Miguel

Our teams had a great time at the Salt River FYSL Opening Day ceremonies. Both our 
coach-pitch and Little League groups were able to attend and be part of a fun and 
well-organized event. 

The kids enjoyed the atmosphere, being around other teams, and celebrating the start 
of the season together. One of the highlights of the evening was getting the chance to 
take a picture with Baxter, which the players were especially excited about. 

We would like to thank the coaches and families who made their way to the opening 
ceremonies to cheer on the team. Overall, it was a great experience and a memorable 
way to kick off the Friendship Youth League season.

TEAM AK-CHIN Coach-Pitch, l-r: Jaxson Justin, Emerson Antone, Kooper 
Denetsosie, Andrew Enos, Kaleb Rivers, Aaron Peters Jr, Kellan Santos, 
Krystal Denetsosie, Aria Vincent-Enos. Coaches Christian Soliz & Colby 
Santos (and Baxter).

Both teams were able to pose with Baxter, Arizona Diamondback’s 
Official Mascot, during opening ceremonies at the Von Hayes Little 
League Field in the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

Ak-Chin Little League Team, l-r: Adriel Jimenez, Emma Enos, Connor 
Martinez, Yondell Antone, Lindsay Antone, Aliyah Vincent, Alice 
Denetsosie, Mylaunah Robles, Marquon Robles, Taos Joaquin. Coach 
Jordan Gusse (and Baxter).
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Employee 
Updates

Christian Soliz
Parks & Rec

Recreation Assistant

Julia Dickerson
Parks & Rec

Recreation Program 
Coordinator

Tashina Salcido 
Early Childhood

Preschool Teacher

CURRENT JOB OPENINGS:
•	Child and Family Therapist (part-

time)
•	Communication Officer
•	Plant Electrician
•	Plant Electrician & 

Instrumentation Technician
•	Police Officer (non-certified)
•	Police Officer (certified)
•	Security Guard
•	Therapist

Open to Enrolled Ak-Chin 
Members Only
•	General Worker (Temp Worker)
•	Museum Technician
•	Oral Historian (part-time)

JOB 
OPENINGS

To review the full job description and apply 
visit www.ak-chin.nsn.us, Job Openings, and 
apply online.  ALL positions close at midnight 
(12:00 p.m.) on the closing date. Great 
benefits. If you need assistance, please call 
the Human Resources Dept. at 520-568-1050.

www.ak-chin.nsn.us

MAY 1
Vivian Lewis

Richard Brady
Marlene Garcia

Antonio 
Rodriguez 

MAY 2
Selina Richiusa

MAY 3
RJ Marsh

Joseluis Santiago
Blas Castro

Sonya 
Bencivenga
Samis Smith 

MAY 4
Geraldine 
Vincent

Irene Arredondo

MAY 5
Jalen Norris
Blas Valles

Mayleigh Delores
Lucy Jerry 

MAY 6
Jordin Pete

Evone Santiago

MAY 7
Nathan Smith

Gayle Yarberry
Koby Carlyle
Mia Montero-

Zamudio
Mathew McNeil 

MAY 8
Jedidiah Smith
Jadon Ormsby
Curtis Antone

MAY 9
Guadalupe 

Orona
David White Jr.

Adriel Rivera

MAY 10
Stephan 

Quinonez
LeighAnn 
Thomas

Troy Miguel
Bree Whitman

MAY 11
Leilani Paiz
Esperanza 

Barrera
Isaac Idan 
Miranda

Davidson Ugalde 
Sr.

MAY 12
Daimon Ugalde
Willie Antone
Ariana Narcia

MAY 13
Derek Manuel
Maxine Antone

Christopher Pablo
Adam Bowman

Laurel Coble

MAY 14
Gibson Romo
Brooklynne 

Baptisto

May 5/1 - 5/14 Birthdays

Employee Birthdays 
5/1 - 5/15

5/1
Shauna Brown,
 Capital Projects

5/3
Andrew 

Vonderheide,
TGA

5/4
Nicole Nickens,

Events

5/5
Lucy Jerry,

Social Service
Blas Valles,
Sanitation

5/6
Armando Zepeda,

Sanitation

5/7
Corrina Demarco,

TGA

Mathew McNeil,
Sanitation

5/10
David Hobbs,

EPD

5/11
Esperanza 
Miranda,

Social Service

5/13
Jordan Gusse,

Parks & Rec
John Leon 

Guerrero Jr.
I.S

5/15
Robert Martinez,

Sanitation
Graciela Ortega,

Him-Dak Museum
Ricardo Sierra,

Police

Happy Birthday to my 
daughter Marlene

Love, Mom

Happy Birthday to my 
grandsons Antonio 

and RJ
Love, Grandma
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Story and photos by Kristen Villegas

What a great day for 
bowling and to make 
matters better, it was 
all for a good cause!

The Ak-Chin Indian 
Community Police 
Department hosted 
their Annual Special 
Olympics Bowling 
Tournament on Sunday, 
April 19 at the Ak-Chin 
Circle’s Ten Pins Down. 

There were 19 teams 
total with 9 playing 
in the morning and 
10 in the afternoon.

Though this tournament 
was good-natured, it was 
no secret that these teams 
were hoping to place in 
the top three by the end.

After the last round of 
bowling, winners were 
announced and awarded 
trophies, with first 
place going to Spits and 
Giggles, second to AKC, 
and third to Pin Pals. 

Not only was the bowling 
much fun, everyone was 
excited for the raffle 

announcement with 
prizes being abundant and 
ranging from choice items 
by Yeti, Vortex, car services 
and gift cards to Water 
& Ice, Randy’s Donuts, 
Starbucks, ONE 4 ALL, 
Amazon, Anytime Fitness, 
Red Lobster and Visa. 

Grand Raffles included:  
etc. Items raffled included;
(1) Private Theater rental 
at Ak-Chin Circle, (1) 
Complimentary Golf 
Foursome at Ak-Chin 
Southern Dunes, 55” 
TCL TV, (2) Arizona 
Cardinals Game Tickets, 
Diamondback tickets, 

And one lucky winner 
also won the 50/50 
Raffle, that totaled $1045.

Police Sergeant Davis 
Garcia expressed via email, 
“First off, thank you all for 
all the support during this 
year’s Special Olympics 
Bowling Fundraiser 
& Raffle. Despite the 
slow start it was a great 
success. I hope all of 
you enjoyed yourselves”

Ak-Chin Police Department Special 
Olympics Bowling Tournament 

Chairman Gabriel Lopez showing the Strike pose!

Deidra “Jake” 
Carlyle gives it 
her best shot (in 
chanklas) at a 
strike to add a 
good score for 
her team. 

Team Spits 
& Giggles 
reigned 
supreme as 
they took first 
place in the 
tournament.

Team AKC 
represented 
well, earning 
second place 
honors.

Pin Pals 
bowled 
enough strikes 
to take home 
third place.
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