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Jessica Zabawa observes as Museum staff show her a mini replica of Ak-
Chin’s tribal lands from the past.

6Wor\ E\ RuQQer 6Waɣ, SKoWo E\ 7� 0arsKEurQ

Above, instructor Chris Harper provides information on monitor training 
that was held at Ak-Chin Him Dak Museum.

6Wor\ E\ CarPeQ 1arcia, $N�CKiQ CulWure Resource 6SecialisW
3KoWos E\ 7� 0arsKEurQ

Ak-Chin Chairman Robert Miguel and House 
Minority Leader, Congressman Hakeem Jeffries.

Ak-Chin celebrates 2023 Arbor 
Day and Mother Earth Day

Chairman Miguel 
Meets with House 
Minority Leader, 
Congressman
Hakeem Jefferies
During a recent visit to 
Washington D.C., Ak-
Chin Tribal Chairman 
Robert Miguel was 
able to attend an invited 
dinner with House 
Minority and House 
Democratic Leader, 
Congressman Hakeem 
-effries of 1ew <ork� 

Other attendees at 
the dinner included; 
C o n g r e s s m a n 
Peter Aguilar and 
Congressman Raul 
Rui] Eoth of &aOifornia, 
Chairman Marshall 
Pierite of the 7unica�
%iOo[i 7riEe of 
Louisiana and other 
staffers from the 
-efferies administration�

Together, Chairman 
Miguel and Chairman 
Pierite engaged in 
conversation with the 
three Congressmen on 
highlights and topics 
pertaining to each 
respective community. 

Chairman Miguel spoke 
about the community’s 
background, water 
settOement, farming, 
gaming and growth in 
$ri]ona to name a few 
items.

“,t was my first encounter 
with Congressman 
-effries, Eoth 
Congressman Aguilar 
and Congressman Ruiz 
,’Ye met on a coupOe of 

Above, students and staff from Ak-Chin Child Development Program happily pose alongside 
(aUth\ (nRs anG the fiFXs tUee the SlanteG at 0iltRn ´3aXlµ AntRne 0ePRUial 3aUk�ASUil ��.

6Wor\ E\ 0elaQie $QWoQe aQG $Sril 6WoYall� 3KoWo E\ $� 6aQWiaJo

6uEPiWWeG E\ CKairPaQ 0iJuel

Him Dak continues to page 7

Arbor Day continues to page 7

Monitor Training continues to page 6

Chairman continues to page 6

31st Annual Ak-Chin 
Him Dak Celebration

Tribal Heritage 
Monitor Training

April 28-29, the Ak-
Chin Him-Dak Museum 
held its 31st annual 
celebration with an 
evening and day event. 

The events provided 
everyone the opportunity 
to enjoy an intimate 
in-person gathering, 
as well as a nice 
outdoor occasion.

On April 28, Him-Dak 
invited Community 
members and residents 
out for an intimate 
evening event in 
rememErance of their 
beloved co-workers, 
Genevieve Miguel 
Eaÿ, 2raO +istorian 
and +oOOy $ntone Eaÿ, 
Museum Tech, who both 
passed away in 2022. 

)riends and famiOy were 
graciously welcomed 
into the museum, which 
had been closed to the 
public since Covid. Once 
inside, everyone was 
aEOe to Yiew the different 
projects *eneYieYe Eaÿ 
and +oOOy Eaÿ worked 
on while at the museum. 

Elaine Peters, Museum 

On a warm and sunny 
day, the Ak-Chin Indian 
Community celebrated 
2023’s Arbor Mother 
Earth Day on April 28. 

From 9am to 1pm 
community and guests 
met at Milton “Paul” 
Antone Memorial 
Park to enjoy an 
exciting event hosted in 
collaboration with the 
Ak-Chin Environmental 
Programs, Ak-Chin 
Parks & Recreation, and 
Harrah’s Ak-Chin. 

As guests entered the 
park, they were met 
Ey staff and YoOunteers 
to register and receive 
their very own goodie 
Eag fiOOed with a t�shirt, 
water bottle, and ticket 
for Ounch� ,n hopes of 
minimizing waste, the 

hosts had a great idea of 
having water stations set 
up throughout the event. 

7o o൶ciaOOy start 
the day’s events, 
Environmental Programs 
Manager Roman Orona 
provided welcoming 
remarks which were 
foOOowed Ey EeautifuO 
songs and %Oessings from 
the Ak-Chin Language 
Department.

$fter prayer, &ounciO 
Member Gabriel Lopez 
thanked eYeryone for 
attending the Community 
Arbor Mother Earth Day 
Event. He proceeded to 
share the importance of 
the days.

Arbor Day celebrates 
the pOanting of trees to 
honor nature and the 

environment.

Mother Earth Day is 
to celebrate and raise 
awareness of the need 
to protect earth. He then 
gaYe a gOimpse of what 
was in store for the day’s 
events, which included 
the foOOowing�
• Ceremonial seed 

exchange and tree 
planting

• E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
exhibits (5 Community 
'epartments, � 1on�
Profits, � 8niYersity�
College, Inter-Tribal 
Council or Arizona, 
Salt River Indian 
Community, Harrah’s 
Code Green Crew)

• Dancing entertainment 
• And it wouldn’t be a 

celebration without 
food� 'eOicious 
sandwiches, fruit, and 

salad were provided 
by Helen’s Catering, a 
local vendor. 

$fter &ounciOman 
Gabriel Lopez shared 
the day’s events VP 
and General Manager 
for +arrah’s $k�&hin, 
Michael Kintner, 
provided an introduction 
to the seed exchange 
ceremony� 1oting this 
seed exchange box was 
donated by Harrah’s Ak-
Chin and decorated by 
chiOdren from the $k�
Chin Child Development 
Center. 

This seed exchange will 
allow the community 
to share seeds amongst 
the tribal members 
for their own personaO 
gardens. Tribal Members 
are encouraged to take 

The Ak-Chin Cultural 
Resource Program 
hosted a Tribal Heritage 
Monitor Training, 
April 10 - 14, 2023 at 
the Ak-Chin Him-Dak 
Museum with instructor 
Chris L. Harper, 
RP$, �0$ from ,R& 
Heritage Preservation 
in conjunction with BIA 
WRO.

Chris Harper is the 
founder and President 
who has over 35 years 
of e[perience working 
in Heritage programs 
with tribes, tribal 
governments, and tribal 
members.

There were 22 members 
and employees who 
attended the training. 

Him-Dak Museum 
Director, Elaine Peters 
welcomed participants 
and introduced Mr. 
Harper. 

7he training focused 
on the responsiEiOity of 
being a monitor, what 
do they Oook for when 
they encounter cultural 
resources, how do they 
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Elder May
Breakfa�-Lun� Menu

Arbor Day continued from Front

On April 5 , 2 0 2 3, the Council 
approved Resolution A-61-23 
approving updated election laws 
and redesignating the election 
laws as Title 14 of the Ak-Chin 
Law and Order Code. 

The updated election laws were presented to 
Community Members by the Election Board during 
the April 24, 2023 Community Meeting.

An updated copy of the Ak-Chin Law and Order 
Code (which contains the changes approved on 
April 5, 2023) may be viewed at the Ak-Chin Indian 
Community Library. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Election 
Board at akchinelectionboard@ak-chin.nsn.us.

5 Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, 
Potatoes, Banana | Carne 
Asada Tacos, w/ Diced 
Cabbage, Onion, Cilantro, & 
Cucumber, Spanish Rice & 
Pinto Beans, Fresh Fruit Cups, 
Sweet Bread

8 Breakfast Burrito, Yogurt 
Parfait, Mix Berries, Granola 
Bar | Beef Fajitas, Spanish 
Rice, Black Beans, Cherry 
Cookies

9 Oatmeal, Boiled Eggs, Toast, 
Peaches with Cottage Cheese 
| Turkey Wrap, Green Leaf, 
Tomato, Onion, Pasta Salad, 
Zucchini, Tropical Fruit

10 Scrambled Eggs, 
Hashbrown Casserole, 
Bacon, Sopapillas & Fruit 
| Hamburger, Green Leaf, 
Tomato, Corn on the Cob, 
Sweet Potato, Fresh Pears

11 Migas (S crambled Eggs w/ 
Crispy Corn Tortillas),  Beans, 
Mix Fruit | Chicken Casserole, 
Wild Rice, Broccoli, Spring 
Salad, Watermelon

12 Pancakes, Scrambled 
Eggs, Sausage, Fruit | 

Lasagna Roll Ups, Zucchini, 
& Yellow Squash, Colored 
Carrots, Spring Salad, Rolls, 
Strawberry Cake

15 Cream of Wheat, Boiled 
Eggs, Toast, Pears & Granola 
Bar | Baked Chicken, 
Cauliflower, Broccoli, Rolls, 
Peaches

16 Ham & Cheese Pinwheels, 
Boiled Eggs, Avocado Slices, 
Yogurt Parfait | Bar-B-Que 
Ribs, Plain Ribs, Sweet 
Potato/Potato, Romain Salad, 
Cup cakes

17 French Toast, Scrambled 
Eggs, Mix Berries, Granola 
Bar | Pinto Beans, Pork Chop, 
Butternut Squash, Beets, Corn 
Bread, Fresh Cut Fruit

18 Oatmeal, Boiled Eggs, 
Raisin Bread, Banana | Baked 
Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, 
Carrots, Spring Salad, Rolls, 
Pineapples

19 Scrambled Eggs, Diced 
Potatoes, Sausage, Fruit 
Salad | Tuna Fish or Chicken 
Sandwich, 3 Bean Salad, Corn, 
Ice-Cream

Menu Subject To Change Without Notice

Arbor Day continues to page 7

seeds to grow and bring 
new healthy seeds 
back in exchange. This 
seed exchange will be 
installed at the park 
for the Ak-Chin Indian 
Community to utilize. 

Two of the tribal elders 
unveiled the seed 
exchange followed by 
children from the Ak-
Chin Child Development 
center. The children, one 
at a time, placed seeds 
into the exchange box. 

After all seeds were 
placed in the box, 
Michael Kintner 
provided introduction to 
tree planting ceremony, 
stating Arbor Day is a day 
to celebrate the planting 

and preservation of trees 
to honor nature and the 
environment.

As you know trees 
giYe off o[ygen that we 
need to breathe. They 
also reduce the amount 
of storm water runoff, 
which then reduces 
erosion and pollution in 
our waterways and may 
aOso reduce the effects of 
flooding� 0any species 
of wildlife depend on 
trees for habitat, from the 
ants on the ground to the 
eagOes flying high and 
everyone in between!

Ceremonial shoveling 
of Mother Earth’s soil 
began with the tribal 
elders shoveling soil 

back into the ground for 
the freshly planted Ficus 
tree. Upon conclusion 
of the first tree, chiOdren 
from the Ak-Chin Child 
Development center 
lined up to shovel soil 
back into the ground 
for the second freshly 
planted Ficus tree. 

The highlight of this 
momentous occasion 
will happen in the 
future when this now 
pre-school class is 
ready to graduate high 
school and compare the 
growth of the trees and 
to remind the children 
the important role they 
played in this event. 

Environmental Programs 

Ak-Chin elders gather around the Ficus tree the planted at Milton “Paul” 
Antone Memorial Park, to celebrate Arbor-Mother Earth Day.

Ak-Chin Child Development students take turns shoveling dirt on their 
Ficus tree. We look forward to seeing them all grow tall and strong.

Manager Roman Orona 
spoke about the meaning 
of Mother Earth and 
shared a fun fact: that all 
around the world “Earth 
Day was celebrated as 
“MOTHER Earth Day” 
and that it would be ideal 
to incorporate that same 
title here. 

Roman then introduced 
entertainment which 
included performances 
by Ak-Chin Ba’ban 
Keihina Basket Dancers, 
Aaron White (Native 
Flute, Acoustical 
Guitar, and Vocals), and 
Polynesian Dance group. 

All the performers did 
a wonderful job of 
providing beautiful 
music and dance. 

Closing remarks with 
thanks were made by 
Environmental Programs 
Manager Roman Orona, 
Parks and Recreation 
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The Ak-Chin O’odham 
Runner is published on the 
first and third Friday of 

each month. 

The “Runner” is delivered 
to all residents and 

departments of the Ak-Chin 
Indian Community, as well 
as surrounding community 

businesses, interested groups 
and subscribers.

All information and original 
work contained in this 

newspaper is copyright and 
may not be reproduced 

without written permission 
from:

Ak-Chin O’odham Runner
16600 N. Maricopa Hwy
Maricopa, Arizona 85139

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements and wishes 
may be phoned in, faxed 

or e-mailed.

ARTWORK, LETTERS, 
STORIES

The Ak-Chin O’odham 
Runner is a Community 

Newspaper and encourages 
Community involvement. 

If you have artwork, photos, 
poems or a great story that 

you would like to share, 
please contact us so we 
can include it in “YOUR” 

newspaper. Also, if you have 
suggestions or comments 

about “YOUR” newspaper, 
let the Runner Staff know 

that too. 

All submitted letters MUST 
be signed by the author and 

are limited to 200 words. 
Authors must also include 
their name, address, and 

phone number. Names can 
be omitted by request. 

Anonymous submissions will 
not be accepted. 

We reserve the right to edit 
all submitted material for 

clarity, grammar and good 
taste. All submissions should 

be received as typed or 
non-cursive writing.  Please 

do not submit UPPERCASE or 
formatted paragraphs. 

Submitted pictures need a 
return address and brief 

description. Pictures with no 
address will remain on file. 
Allow 2 weeks for return.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE
2023 Subscription rate is 
$33.75. If you would like 
to receive the “Runner” by 

mail, please send a $33.75 
check/money order to: 

Ak-Chin O’odham Runner
16600 N. Maricopa Hwy.
Maricopa, Arizona 85139

Make check/money order 
payable to: 

Ak-Chin Indian Community

NEXT DEADLINE
Don’t forget the 
DEADLINE for the 

May 19 - June 1, 2023
issue is due by

FRIDAY, MAY 12TH

Please submit all 
announcements, wishes, etc. 

no later than 
FRIDAY, MAY 12TH

Material submitted after the
MAY 12TH DEADLINE
cannot be guaranteed 

placement. If appropriate 
and relevant, it will be 

included in the next issue.

Rose Pedro preparing to play “Where is my 
mind” by The Pixies.

Story and photos by A. Santiago

Family College 
Night

Daimon Ugalde with his parents at college night.

Story by T. Marshburn, photo submitted  

MHS Seniors 
last concert 

at PAC
Story and photos by A. Santiago

Traditional Lunch, Procession
Matachina Dancers,

Fireworks and 
Chicken Scratch Dance - Friends

Saturday, June 24, 2023
Ben Miguel Residence
47431 W. Farrell Road

Maricopa, Arizona 85139

More Information coming in next issue of the Ak-Chin O'odham Runner
Everyone Welcome

San Juan Church Feast

Kylee Carlyle competes in her 
1st regional art show

On April 29, Kylee 
Carlyle competed in 
the regional art contest 
which was held at 
Legacy Traditional 
School-Laveen.

Kylee won the 
L e g a c y - M a r i c o p a 

contest, where 
one kid from each 
class advanced to 
Regionals.

Unfortunately Kylee 
didn’t place at 
Regionals.

Happy Administrative 
Professionals’ Day

Ak-Chin Education 
held a college night 
event at Elements 
on April 19, 2023. 

Families came in and 
walked around to see 
and Yisit the different 
college booths. 

(ducation staff, /enny 
Dempsey, GED 
Instructor and Savannah 
Boyd, High School 

advisor were also set up 
for family’s questions. 

Representatives from 
each booth gave families 
information on how their 
student(s) can further 
their academics and how 
to enroll if interested. 

Dinner and door prizes 
were given out to the 
families in attendance. 

Maricopa High School 
Guitar showcased their 
end of year performance 
for 2022-2023 Guitar 
1 and Guitar 2 at The 
Performing Arts Center 
on April 25, 2023 which 
started at 7:00 pm. 

Ak-Chin’s Robert Santos, 
Jr. was recognized along 
with other seniors from 
Maricopa High School’s 
Music Guitar Class. 

Many popular songs were 
played; Zombie by the 
Cranberries, Blackbird 

by the Beatles, Fuel by 
Metallica and last but 
not least Take it easy by 
Eagles.

Music Director Kelsey 
Snyder congratulated 
her classes and everyone 
for their dedication and 
success in her class.

Robert Santos, Jr. is 
the son of Community 
member Armonda 
Santiago and Robert 
Santos, Sr. and grandson 
of Elena Cypriano.

On Wednesday, April 
26, the Ak-Chin 
Indian Community 
graciously celebrated 
all Administrative 
Professionals in the 
Community with a 
luncheon at Ak-Chin 
Southern Dunes. 

Ak-Chin Vice-Chairman 
Lemuel Vincent emailed 
the following sentiment 
on behalf of the 
Community,

“Happy Administrative 
professionals’ Day to all 

the admins out there. 

I know at times you 
have to take the negative 
along with the positive 
endeavors pertaining to 
your position. Also at 
times you all go above 
and beyond your expected 
duties, for that you all are 
truly appreciated.

Remember you all are 
the core of what keeps 
our departments running. 
With gratefulness and 
gratitude, we say THANK 
YOU AND KEEP UP 

THE GREAT JOB!!!”
$OO admin staff were 
gifted an Admin cup, a 
$50 Amazon gift card 
and a treat box made by 
Vekol.

They also had the 
opportunity to win ra൷e 
gifts which included 
a table, chopper and 
immersion blender. 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Professionals’ Day 
is celebrated on the 
Wednesday of the last full 
week in April.

Ray Pena (left sitting) along with Teagan 
Delma (with guitar) participated in the Guitar 2 
performance.

Robert Santos, Jr. (far right), stands along with 
fellow MHS seniors to be recognized during their 
Guitar performance at The PAC.

Submitted by D. Carlyle
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REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS
Ak-Chin Indian 
Community 
Ak-Chin Healthcare 
Startup Operations 
Consultant(s) 

The Ak-Chin Indian Community 
(“Community”) is seeking qualified 
consultant(s) to create a potential 
new healthcare delivery system 
that provides primary care to 
beneficiaries of the Community. 

I. BACKGROUND
The Community is a Title V Self-
Governance Compacted Tribe since 
2018 with the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Indian 
Health Service. The Community 
currently operates three (3) 

self-governance programs: EMS 
Ambulance, Health Education, and 
Purchased Referred Care. The Ak-
Chin Healthcare Startup Operations 
Consultant(s) will develop best 
options to create an overall startup 
operational health delivery system; 
including primary care for the 
Community.

II. QUESTIONS
Any questions regarding this 
Request for Proposal must be 
submitted via email by 12:00 p.m. 
MST on Tuesday, May 30, 2023 
to the Purchasing Manager. The 
deadline for submitting a proposal 
is Tuesday June 6, 2023 at 12:00 
p.m. MST. 

The RFP will be available by 
electronic copy from the Ak-Chin 
Purchasing Office on May 5, 2023.

Questions related to bid proposal 
should be directed to the Purchasing 
Manager, Flora Howerton at (520) 
568-1028 or fhowerton@ak-chin.
nsn.us. 

III. SUBMISSIONS
Physical submissions shall be 
provided in a package clearly marked 
“AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY 
HEALTHCARE STARTUP OPERATIONS 
CONSULTANT(S).” Please submit five 
(5) bound and (1) unbound copies 
of your Proposal to the Purchasing 
Manager at the address listed 
below. 

Flora Howerton
Purchasing Manager
Ak-Chin Indian Community
42507 W. Peters and Nall Road
Maricopa, AZ 85138

MAY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

HEALTH 
EDUCATION

FAMILY PLANNING 
MOBILE MEDICAL 

CLINIC
Wednesday, May 10th

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
@Ak-Chin Clinic 

Parking Lot

FUNCTIONAL 
FITNESS*

Starting May 16th
Tuesdays and 

Thursdays
10:00 - 11:00 AM
@ Service Center
*For Questions or 

Transportation email or 
call TDelacruz@ak-chin.
nsn.us or 520-568-1087.

WIC
Tuesday, May 9th

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
@Ak-Chin Indian 

Community Library

LIBRARY
MONDAYS

MULTI MEDIA 
MONDAYS

5:00 - 5:45PM

WEDNESDAYS
BUDDY’S READING 

CIRCLE*
2:00 - 6:30PM

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PARTICIPANTS

TUESDAY 5/9
THURSDAY 5/11

TASTY CRAFTS W/
AMY*

5:00 - 5:45PM
*Participants must be 
signed up for program 

to attend. Call 520-
568-1675 for more 

information.

PROGRAM PAUSE
5/21 - 5/27

LIBRARY CLOSED
5/27 - 5/29 

SUMMER READING
Starts 5/27

PARKS & 
RECREATION
MOTHER’S DAY 

EVENT**

Saturday, May 13
“Let Every Mom Feel 

Special”
Kids Crafts & Mother’s 

Pampering
9AM - 12PM

YOUTH AND JR. 
HIGH 

BASKETBALL 
Resumes 4/19/23

WEIGHT ROOM 
Mondays - Thursdays 

8 AM - 9 PM
Fridays 8 AM - 6 PM

Sat - Sun Closed

MOTHER’S DAY 
EVENT

*Call 520-568-1740 
for specific daily hours

OPEN GYM 
HOURS VARY*

Mon., Wed., Thur., Fri
Closed 2 PM - 4PM

Tuesday
Closed 2 PM - 4 PM & 

5:30 PM - 7 PM
*Call 520-568-1740 

for specific daily hours

**Ak-Chin Members & 
residents only; For more 

information, call  
(520) 568-1740 or Email: 
Recreation@ak-CHIN.

NSN.US

MAY 2023
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

St. Francis of Assisi Ak-Chin 
Roman Catholic Mission

16657 N. Church St. 
Maricopa, AZ 85139

May 7th
Fr. Julius 

Tvrdy

May 14th
Fr. Julius 

Tvrdy

May 21st
Fr. Julius 

Tvrdy

May 28th
Fr. Julius 

Tvrdy

Sunday Mass at 12 noon
Mass Schedule

Baptisms are every 4th Sunday of the month 
and baptism classes are every 2nd Saturday 
of the month. For more information, please 
contact Flower Ruelas at (520) 568-3700 or 

(602) 717-3761.

ELDER CENTER 
INFORMATION

Elder Center 
520-568-1760
Center Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8 AM to 5 PM

Breakfast 
7:30 AM to 9 AM 

Lunch 12 noon

TRANSPORTATION
520-568-1760 or 

520-568-1769 
Please Call Before 4 PM

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday – Friday – 

9AM-6PM
Saturday-Appointment 

Only
Sunday-Closed

Questions? Call Us!
520-568-1675

RECREATION 
INFORMATION

For more 
information on 

Rec Center events 
please call the Rec 

Center @520-568-1740

Community participates in 19th 
Annual Pat’s Run
On Saturday, April 15th, 
15 participants from Ak-
Chin Indian Community 
participated in the 2023 
Pat’s Run. The run, 
in its 19th year, is a 
fundraising event for the 
Pat Tillman Foundation.

Pat’s Run was thrilled 
they were able to bring 
the 4.2-mile, family-
friendly, in-person event 
back to the streets of 
Tempe, AZ to celebrate 
Pat’s legacy. 

It was reported that 
close to 28,00 actively 
participated, including 
active-duty military 
in uniform, veterans 
carrying the American 
flag and firefighters who 
ran in full turnouts.
About 1000 participants 
were set up in one of 28 

corals, and one by one, 
each coral was led to the 
start line for their 4.2-
mile journey that began 
on the east side of Sun 
Devil Stadium in Tempe 
and finished inside the 
stadium on the 42 yard-
line.

#42 was predominate 
throughout as that was 
Pat’s number while 
playing football for 
ASU.

Maria Carlyle-Zepeda 
and husband Armando 
Zepeda were first time 
participants. “I have 
always wanted to do 
this run, but always had 
excuses not to attend.” 
Maria shared. “We did 
our walk in 1 hour 28 
minutes. Very proud of 
us.”

Before the run Maria 
was able to get a picture  
with former Arizona 
Cardinals defensive end 
J.J. Watt. “That was my 
excitement. I crossed 
lines to get this photo.”

Manuel Garcia and wife 
Diana also participated 
this year, this was not 
their first Pat’s Run, as 
they participated in 2012 
and completed the 2022 
virtual Pat’s Run 42 in 
40 Challenge. 

Manuel shared, they 
were motivated by 
the opportunity to get 
outside and move and 
participate in-person, as 
well as “Being one of 
thousands of individuals 
participating in Pat’s 
Run and the Ak-Chin 
Indian Community being 

recognized as a sponsor 
was nice to see.”
Deidra Carlyle, who 
participated for the first 
time, along with her 
grandbaby Bella, said 
she did Pat’s Run to 
“Kick off my journey 
on trying to get back 
into shape” pointing 
out, “The uphill part at 
mile 2 looked more like 
a mountain than (a) hill 
lol.”

Ak-Chin Health 
Education provided 
sponsorship for this 
year’s participants. Ak-
Chin has also been a 
proud sponsor of Pat’s 
Run for several years.

Patrick Tillman was a 
hero and leader. He led 
his high school football 
team to a championship. 

He earned a scholarship 
to play for the Arizona 
State Sun Devils, where 
he led an undefeated 
ASU football team to the 
1997 Rose Bowl. 

In the 1998 NFL Draft he 
was selected by Arizona 
Cardinals as a safety, had 
a career 340 tackles, 2.5 
sacks, 3 interceptions 
and 3 forced fumbles. 

Pat joined the U.S. 
Army, along with his 
brother Kevin in 2002, 
in response to 9-11. He 
served during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring 
Freedom. He was killed 
in action on April 22, 
2004.

Story and photos by R. Peters

Top photo: Maria 
Carlyle-Zepeda and 
JJ Watt. Middle photo: 
Delia Carlyle and Jason 
Garcia,await start of 
race. Bottom photo: 
Manuel Garcia takes 
selfie with Ak-Chin seal.
(Submitted photos)
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Submitted by Chairman Robert Miguel

Chairman continued from Front 

Community members and employees are engaged  
in the Tribal Heritage Monitor Training.

Monitor Training continued from Front 

Tribal Leaders from 
Arizona invaded 
Washington D.C. 
recently as they took 
part in the Inter-Tribal 
Association of Arizona 
(ITAA) Congressional 
Week. Of the leaders 
present, Ak-Chin Tribal 
Chairman, Robert 
Miguel was amongst the 
group.

Throughout the week, 
Tribal Leaders were 
placed in various 
groups as they tackled 
the Hill, meeting with 
Congressional Leaders 
from around the United 
States, telling their 
stories and seeking 
support in their needs 
for their respective 
communities.

Key points in Tribal 
Leaders discussions 
included increased 
funding in the areas of 
hazardous waste and 

electronic waste projects, 
air quality needs 
assessment, increased 
Tribal set-asides as 
grant programs become 
available and remove 
match requirements. 

Other topics included; 
Native American 
Voting Rights Acts in 
which ITAA expressed 
their support to make 
amendments in the 
act that would include 
improving access to 
voter registration, polling 
locations, and drop boxes 
on tribal lands, also 
requiring acceptance of 
triEaO identification and 
outlawing prohibition 
of tribal IDs as well as 
establishing state-level 
Native American Voting 
Rights Task Forces to 
address unique voting 
issues in Indian County.

ITAA also strongly 
requested appropriations 

for the Community 
Services Block Grant-
Rural Community 
Development to stay 
at or above the current 
financiaO OeYeO� 7he 
grant helps health and 
economic well-being 
of low-income rural 
communities throughout 
the nations and also 
allows and supports 
training and professional 
certification serYices in 
the need of Health and 
Human Services.

An unfortunate dilemma 
that has been on the 
rise in Arizona and 
Indian Country overall, 
has been the dishonest 
rehabilitation centers and 
sober living facilities that 
have preyed on Native 
Americans recently. 
Tribal members are 
taken to these facilities, 
sometimes without their 
consent, and placed in 
these areas, collecting 

on insurance claims and 
poOicies for financiaO 
gain.

Congressional Week also 
gave the opportunity 
for San Carlos Apache 
Tribal Leadership and 
other Tribal Leaders to 
protest and advocate the 
Resolution Copper and 
Save Oak Flat agenda. A 
protest was held in front 
of the White House.

Overall, ITAA was well 
received by Arizona 
Tribal Leaders. It was a 
great opportunity to unite 
and help support one 
another in many areas of 
concern. We were able 
to share our story with 
Congressional leaders 
and advocated for those 
tribes from our State who 
were not present.”

The gathering was like 
a “family get together”, 
but in Washington D.C.

L-R: Vice-Chairman Tao Etpison, San Carlos Apache Tribe, Council Member Gloria McGee, Yuma Quechan 
Tribe, Chairman Kasey Velasquez, White Mountain Apache Tribe, Vice-Chairman Jerome Kasey, III, 
White Mountain Apache Tribe, Arizona State Senator Mark Kelly, Council Member Blake Watahomigie, 
Hualapai Tribe, Chairman Robert Miguel, Ak-Chin Indian Community, President Jordan Joaquin, Yuma 
Quechan Tribe, Council Member Michael Dallas, Sr., Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, 
Council Member Jonathan Koteen, Yuma Quechan Tribe, Council Member Pete Imus, Hualapai Tribe.

Instructor Chris Harper.

care for the resources 
respectfully? What 
is Cultural Resource 
Management? Federal, 
State, and local laws, 
supports cultural 
resources in cultural 
resources management.

The Cultural Resources 
6taff wouOd Oike to 
thank Mr. Harper for his 
presentation.

ITAA Congressional Week occasions, so we were 
somewhat familiar with 
one another, Chairman 
said� “7o Ee specificaOOy 
invited by Congressman 
-effries was truOy an 
honor as he continues 
to familiarize himself 
with Tribal communities 
throughout the United 
States and Arizona. 

He has a commitment 
in establishing a great 
working relationship 
with tribes, so we’re 
excited to see what the 
next couple of years will 
bring to Indian Country.”

The opportunity to 
have dinner with the 
Congressmen was not 
only a highlight for 
Chairman Miguel, but the 
opportunity to meet with 
Chairman Piertie was a 
highlight as Chairman 
Miguel has great respect 
for Chairman Piertie. 

“Chairman Piertie is one 
of the great leaders in 
Indian Country, I’ve been 
able to follow his career 
and appreciate what 
he’s done for his Tribe, 
the Tunica-Biloxi and 
Indian Country overall,” 
Chairman Miguel said. 
“:e hit it off Oike we’d 
known each other for 
quite some time. I hold 
the Chairman in high 
respects and look forward 
to staying engaged with 
him.”

Overall, Chairman 
Miguel continues 
to welcome the 
opportunity to meet 
with Congressional 
leaders throughout the 
country in helping to 
share Ak-Chin’s story 
and strengthening the 
community’s efforts in 
seeking support when 
their priorities are 
addressed.
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Him Dak continued from Front

Arbor Day continued from page 2

Winners of the Run: (l-r) 1st Place Antonio 
Rodriguez, 2nd Place Danel Peters, 3rd Place
Draven Soliz.

Jaxson Brown sports 
Kansas City Chiefs.

Perris White shows us 
heU EXtteUÁ\ IaFe aUt.

*eneYieYe 0iJXel Eaā� 2Ual +istRUian+Rll\ AntRne Eaā� 0XseXP 7eFh

*Xests watFh YiGeR RI *eneYieYe 0iJXel Eaā.

(li]a 6antiaJR shRwFases sRPe RI heU aUtwRUk 

'wa\ne AntRne GePRnstUates his SaintinJ skills.

Director talked of how 
they missed them and 
will always remember 
*eneYieYe Eaÿ and 
+oOOy Eaÿ for their 
dedication on their work. 
Afterwards, everyone 
walked into the dining 
area to enjoy dinner, 
which was burritos, 
fruit, and cheese crips. 

Saturday, April 29, 
Him Dak hosted their 
annual Fun Run/Walk 
that started west of the 
Justice building and 
ended at the Him-Dak 
Museum in front of 
the Archives building. 
Prizes were given for 
the run; 1st place was 
Antonio Rodriguez, 2nd 
place Danel Peters and 
3rd place was Draven 
Soliz. 

Ak-Chin Health 
Education was on hand 
to provide healthy 
snacks and refreshments 
as runners and walkers 
crossed the finish Oine� 
While waiting for 
the museum to open, 
children played in the 
bounce houses provided 
by Babas’ Bouncers 
and Jumpers, while 
music was also being 
played from the DJ aka 
Chairman Miguel. 

Before entering the 
museum, everyone took 
a moment to observe the 
flowers that the summer 
art program children 
planted in memory of 
*eneYieYe Eaÿ and 
+oOOy Eaÿ in two Eig 
planters that are located 
in front of the Him-Dak 
Museum building. 

The theme of this year’s 
exhibit, “Keeping our 
Ak-Chin i:mik strong 
for future generations”, 
focused on who Ak-
Chin people are and 
where they originated 
from. The museum’s 
goal is for all the 
viewers of the exhibit to 
familiarize themselves 

with the family, history, 
traditions and culture of 
the Ak-Chin people. 

The 1940 Base Roll and 
Census were a couple of 
the highlights that were 
displayed. There were 
many great exhibits 
displaying information, 
images and objects 
presented for everyone 
to enjoy at this year’s 
celebration.

As the museum opened 
up with the exhibits, 
so did the art building, 
with multiple rooms 
of creative and fun 
activities. In one room, 
arts and crafts were 
available as family peg 
dolls were created by 
decorating them with 
markers and various 
items. Kids were 
walking around with 
incredible face painting 
art that was provided by 
Ashlea Anderson and 
Autum Manuel in the 
kid’s room. And in the 
third room there were 
art demonstrators and 
information booths. 

Dwayne Antone 
demonstrated his 
wonderful painting 
he was working on, 
while Eliza Santiago 
showcased her creative 
sketchbook, along with 
artwork she had done 
for past and previous 
school projects. 

Information booths 
consisted of the Ak-Chin 
Harrah’s Development 
System (HDS) program, 
Ak-Chin Enrollment 
Department and 
Ak-Chin Language 
Department.

$k�&hin +im 'ak staff 
would like to encourage 
those who haven’t 
stopped by to check out 
their new exhibits to do 
so, and when you come 
by be sure to ask about 
an incentive towards a 
free shirt.

*Xests sFURll RYeU Ak-Chin·s ���� %ase 5Rll 
GeSiFteG Rn Rne RI the PXseXP·s walls.

AERYe� PRP -Rsefina 6alas with EaE\ 5RPeR 
FUeate theiU Rwn little SeJ IaPilies.

6hRwn aERYe aUe FUeatiYe e[aPSles RI the little 
SeJ IaPilies. �6XEPitteG ShRtRs�

Director Ann Antone, 
and Harrah’s Ak-Chin 
Director of Surveillance 
and Facilities- 
CodeGreen Leader- 
April Stovall. 

Thank you all for making 
2023 Mother Earth Day 

and Arbor Day another 
successful Celebration! 
Coming together and 
doing our part today is 
the best way to keep the 
community growing and 
glowing and making 
Mother Earth as beautiful 
as she should be. 

Special Thank you’s 
to the following: Pre-
6chooO 6taff and 
children; Language 
Department for the 
blessing and handmade 
Arbor Mother Earth 
Day Necklaces (Felicia 
9incent�� (OderOy 6taff 

and Elders; Parks and 
Recreation 6taff for 
assisting in set-up and 
clean-up; Environmental 
Programs 6taff for set�up, 
registration, and clean-
up; Community Council; 
and all participants.
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Employee 
Updates

Randon Quasula
Maintenance Tool 

Crib Attendant

Janelle Mason
Transit Dispatcher

Sonia Narcia 
Elderly Program 

Supervisor

Mario Campos Jr 
Maintenance Tech

Mary Diaz
Tribal Gaming Agent

Ashley Charles
Case Manager

Brittney King
Museum Admin

David Sye
Tribal Gaming Agent

Colleen Mike
Transit Driver

Rene Saspe
Airport Operations 

Tech

Marcela Paramo 
Teachers Aid 

Preschool

Grace Pablo
Housing Program 

Counselor

Peter Margoliner
Senior Planner

5/01
Vivian Lewis
Richard Brady
Marlene Garcia
Antonio Rodriguez 

5/02
Selina Richiusa 

5/03
RJ Marsh
Joseluis Santiago
Blas Castro
Sonya Joaquin
Samuel Paddock Jr.
Cruz Alvarez 

5/04
Irene Arredondo
Geraldine Vincent 

5/05
Blas Valles
Jalen Norris
Mayleigh Delores
Lucy Jerry 

5/06
Jordin Pete
Evone Santiago 

5/07
Nathan Smith
Gayle Yarberry
Kody Ugalde
Mia Montero-Zamudio
Mathew McNeil 

5/08
Jedidiah Smith

Jadon Ormsby
Curtis Antone
Ramon Batopis 

5/09
Guadalupe Orona
Adriel Rivera
David White, Jr. 

5/10
Stephan Quinonez
LeighAnn Thomas
Troy Miguel
Bree Whitman 

5/11
Leilani Paiz
Esperanza Barrera
Isaac Idan Miranda
Esperanza Idan 
Miranda
Davidson Ugalde, Sr. 

5/12
Daimon Ugalde
Willie Antone
Ariana Narcia

5/13
Derek Manuel
Maxine Antone
Christopher Pablo
Adam Bowman
Raymond Narcia
Laurel Coble

5/14
Gibson Romo
Brooklynne Baptisto

5/15
Abel Miguel
Graciela Ortega
Haley Miguel

5/16
Kristen Antone
Yaretzi Montero-
Zamudio
Waylon Antone
Morgan Miller
Reannon Manuel

5/17
Jaxson Justin
Amaya Rocha
Daniel Thomas
Lucianna Orona
Renee Boehm 

5/18
Emerson Antone
Ashley Batopis
Johnathan Enos
Amy Batopis 

Happy Birthday!
• Deli Clerk 
• Economic 

Development
Analyst

• General Worker
• Head Lifeguard
• Maintenance 

Technician
• Plant 

Electrician
• Plant 

Electrician & 
Instrumentation
Technician

• Plant 
Operations and 
Maintennace
(O & M) 
Technician

• PoOice 2൶cer 
�&ertified and 
1on�&ertified�

• Project 
Manager

• Sr. Network 
Systems
Specialist

• Teacher’s Aide 
(part-time)

Please visit our website 
at www.ak-chin.nsn.us, 

for Job Openings, to 
review the job posting 
and apply. If you need 
assistance, please call 
Human Resources at 

520-568-1050.

JOB
OPENINGS

1-May
Marlene Garcia

Housing Department
Shauna Brown

Capital Projects
5-May

Lydia Rueda, Prosecutor
Blas Valles, Sanitation

Francisco Velasco 
Sanitation
Lucy Jerry

Social & Health Services
6- May

Armando Zepeda
Sanitation

7-May
Corrina Leija, TGA

Mathew McNeil
Sanitation

9-May
Joseph Davis,
Youth Council

13-May
John Leon Guerrero

IS
Jordan Gusse

Parks & Recreation
Adam Bowman

Education
15-May

Peter Margoliner
Planning

Robert Martinez
Sanitation
16- May

Waylon Antone
Him Dak Museum

David Henson
Fire & Safety
Estrellalinda

Reyes-Helpingstine
Parks & Recreation

17-May
Mauricio Chairez Velazco

Sanitation
18-May

Amy Batopis, Library
Rozenda Manuel, Retail

19-May
Leslie Carlyle-Burnett

Elderly
20-May

Darrian Justin, Sanitation
21-May

Brian Schaublin, 
Fire & Safety

23-May
Tera Thornton, Education

24-May
Victor Harer

Environmental Protection
Deidra Carlyle, Planning

26- May
Edith Munoz, Finance

27-May
Brian Manuel, TGA

Maria Tavena-Thomas
Social & Health Services

Colleen Mike, Transit
29-May

Marla Antone, HR
29-May

Nickalus Acosta
Law & Order
Elaine Peters

Him Dak Museum
31-May

Christopher Hayes
Fire & Safety

Employee Birthdays May 2023
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11th Annual Him Dak 
Golf Classic

10 May 5 - 18, 2023

1st Place Winners: Tyson Lewis, 
Julian Rivers, Kaleb Doka and Kolby 
Doka. (Ft. McDowell)

Tied for 3rd Place: Chris Hansen, 
Tony Trevino, Nick Pinarelli and Pat 
Raegan. (Pepsi)

2nd Place Winners: Ralph Gomez, 
Ryan Porter, Will Antone and David 
*UiIfin. �.ilSatUiFk 7RwnsenG�

Tied for 3rd Place: Brian Reed, Joe 
Funk, PJ Gustafson and Tom Lincoln.
(A.R. Mays)

Story and photos submitted

a k - c h i n c i r c l e .c o m /t h e a t e r
LOVE AGAIN

GUARDIANS OF THE 
GALAXY VOL. 3

BIG GEORGE FOREMAN: 
THE MIRACULOUS STORY 

OF THE ONCE AND 
FUTURE HEAVYWEIGHT 

CHAMPION OF THE 
WORLD

ARE YOU THERE GOD? 
IT’S ME, MARGARET

GUY RITCHIE’S THE 
COVENANT

EVIL DEAD RISE

THE SUPER MARIO BROS. 
MOVIE

JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 4

������
��������

����
�������

It was a great day for golf, April 
24, as players were ready to tee-
up for the 11th Annual Him Dak 
Golf Classic at Ak-Chin Southern 
Dunes Golf Club.

7he shotgun tournament offered 
participating teams a round of 
golf, food, beverage and tee 
gifts, with awards to the top three 
pOacing teams� Ra൷es and course 
contests aOso offered great awards 
and prizes.

Ak-Chin Him Dak would like to 
thank Presenting Sponsors:  AR 
Mays, PENTA Building Group 
and Kilpatrick Townsend.

Funds generated from this event 
will go towards the museum’s 
endowment fund.


