
It was a peaceful morning at 
the St. Francis of Assisi Church 
at Ak-Chin on Saturday, 
October 19, as the Community 
celebrated an all-day feast 
dedicated to the namesake of 
the church and Patron Saint of 
animals and ecology.

The day was early for the cooks 
and helpers who arrived before 
sunrise to begin the needed 
tasks to ready the church and 
feast for the celebration.

At 10 a.m., mass was 
celebrated inside the church 
with Father Antony Tinker, 
who reminded patrons about 
the life of St. Francis and 
how he lived a selfless life in 
poverty. 

Mass was followed by the 
Opening Procession, which 
was led by the Gila River 
Matachina dancers and their 

sacred ceremonial dance, in 
honor of St. Francis. As they 
danced a line of parishioners 
followed behind as Chairman 
Robert Miguel and Vice 
Chairman Gabriel Lopez 
carried a statue of St. Francis. 
The congregation processed 
out of the church and around 
the church grounds to the feast 
house where the Matachina 
continued their ceremonial 
dance.    

Father Tinker blessed the altar 
as patrons lined up to give 
their blessings and prayer. The 
Community began to gather 
in larger numbers as the feast 
began and lunch was served. 

Ak-Chin Mumsigo set up and 
delighted everyone with their 
music for a couple of hours. 
Meanwhile, food and arts and 
crafts vendors set up in the 
parking lot and began to sell 

their goods as feast attendees 
went from tent to tent. 

Entertainment continued with 
the Ak-Chin Baba’n Keina 
dance group who graciously 
performed many traditional 
dance and song under the feast 
house vato.

New to the feast this year was 
a magician who delighted the 
crowd with many funny acts, 
getting participation from the 
young and curious.

Ak-Chin favorite Gertie and 
the T.O. Boyz was once again 

selected to play for the evening 
entertainment. They also 
provided music for the closing 
procession of St. Francis back 
to the church.

Gertie and the T.O. Boyz 
offered many great chicken 
scratch numbers to keep 
everyone on the dance floor 
all night long, also keeping 
everyone warmed up as well 
as the night air was pretty brisk 
and breezy. After a brief dinner 
break the band also performed 
for the San Juan Kwaliya 
group for their traditional 
dance and giveaway.

Gertie shared on FB 
afterwards, “AkchinMaricopa 
St. Francis Feast Committee 
Thank You for all your love 
and support ❤. We always 
have a fantastic time in your 
community with so much love 
and Respect ❤”

St. Francis parish had a raffle 
table set up throughout and 
held numerous raffles. Soda 
and water were also sold. John 
Nieto and wife Terri Ysaguirre 
and family also made 
beautifully adorned ceramic 

From October 21-24, 
the San Pasqual Band of 
Diegueño Mission Indians 
of California and Ak-Chin 
Indian Community co-hosted 
the 27th annual EPA Region 9/
Tribal Conference at Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin.

Tribal representatives and 
environmental professionals 
gathered on Monday for 
conference registration and a 

Tribal Caucus meeting as well 
as Regional Tribal Operations 
Committee (RTOC) 
presentations.

On Tuesday, the conference 
officially kicked off with an 
opening ceremony from 9-10 
a.m. Master of ceremonies 
San Pasqual Chairman Wehay 
QuisQuis introduced Ak-Chin 
Chairman Robert Miguel 
and San Pasqual Councilman 

David L. Toler; and the Ak-
Chin Color Guard brought the 
flags out to the stage.

Attendees stood up in unison 
as Tohono O’odham Nation 
Elder Joseph Enos addressed 
all in attendance. 
“I want to offer a prayer on 
behalf of all of creation and 
acknowledge your presence 
because this means a lot to 
all of us to have that mindset 
and caring for creation,” said 
Enos. 

“In the Southwest, the crucial 
part of our life here is water. 
We’re running out of water. 
We have beautiful golf 
courses, nice swimming pools, 
but they’re also using a lot of 
water. So, there are issues for 
us today confronting us, not 
only global warming, but the 
rhetoric that is being used to 
separate us from each other.” 
Enos then began a prayer and 
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October has become quite a 
busy month in the Ak-Chin 
Community, and with the 
holidays climbing up the 
weeks, seems like everything 
begins to whirlwind this 
month. A very important 
campaign is also held this 
month and that is Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.

Ak-Chin Health Education 
once again provided a great 
and healthy way to bring 
awareness to this most worthy 
cause, and some much-
deserved family time fun with 
its annual PINK RUN, held on 
Saturday, October 19 at Ak-

Chin Service Center. The team 
did a great job honoring those 
who are fighting breast cancer 
and loved ones who were 
taken by this deadly disease, 

in addition to providing 
awareness and support.
The early morning fun run/
walk began with a registration 
and free t-shirt distribution, as 

well as some super nice promo 
items, all pink-themed. There 
were numerous inspirational 
posters hanging along the 
center walls and beautiful 
pink decorations throughout, 
including a photo area with 
props for those who wished to 
take a picture with loved ones 
to show their support and to 
get their morning off to a good 
start.
After a welcoming by 2018-
2019 Jr. Miss Ak-Chin Jilayne 
Miguel, and opening prayer 
by community member 
and breast cancer survivor, 
Yolanda Miranda, everyone 
was given the green light to 

proceed through the fun walk/
run route.

Once all participants made 
their way back to the service 
center, fresh breakfast items 
were available to enjoy while 
everyone listened as Yolanda 
Miranda share her story. 

For those who have a loved 
one with breast cancer, please 
know it is sometimes very 
difficult to share their stories, 
or even attend these support 
functions. Hats off to Yolanda 
for the strength and courage to 
share with her community.

Annual EPA Region 9 Tribal 
Conference held at Harrah’s 

2019 Ak-Chin Pink Run offers support and strength

On October 26, Ak-Chin 
Indian Community and Farm 
employees came together for 
the 2019 Employee Bash on 
the garage rooftop of Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin. This year’s bash 
was a “carnevil” theme, with a 
little bit of carnival and a little 
bit of evil. Employees and 
their families had the option 
to dress up in Halloween 

costumes and many did not 
disappoint, going to elaborate 
heights to pull off some 
incredibly creative outfits. 

The costume contest was for 
Best Couple, Best Group, 
Best Individual and Most 
Original/Best Overall. 
Employees lined up and 

Above, EPA conference attendees take in the networking 
opportunity while gathered in the Harrah’s Ak-Chin Event 
Center on Tuesday, October 22.

EPA continues to page 5 Employee Bash continues to page 11

Employees dressed up as characters from the Wizard of 
Oz in attempt to woo judges for the costume contest. 

Story and photos by Runner Staff

Story and photos by Runner Staff
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Health Education fitness instructor, Dwayne Yazzie points 
out the pathway for the Pink Run/Walk on October 19.

St. Francis of 
Assisi Feast 
Day in Ak-Chin
Story and photos by Runner Staff

St. Francis continues to page 2

Pink Run continues to page 3

St. Francis of Assisi Ak-Chin parishioners make their way around the church grounds 
during the Opening Procession of the Feast on Saturday, October 19. The group is led by 
Ak-Chin Chariman Robert Miguel and Vice Chairman Gabriel Lopez.
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Employee Bash 
brings chills to 

Harrah’s rooftop
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O’odham Bingo brings 
Community together

Novice classes at 
Language Dept
The Ak-Chin Indian 
Community Language 
department is holding Novice 
O’odham Ñeok classes for 
Community members and 
employees from 5p.m.-
6:30p.m. on Tuesday evenings. 
The classes run for five weeks, 
with each class becoming 
more in-depth as the course 
continues. 

Classes are held at the 
Language department trailer 
and the first class on October 
15 focused on bringing 
students up to speed on the 
history of ACIC and teaching 
basic letters, symbols and the 
five parts of an O’odham day. 

One of the most important parts 
of learning the language is 
how to pronounce each word. 
O’odham letters and symbols 
have different sounds than 
in English or Spanish, so the 
instructors teach the student 

the dialect at Ak-Chin, and in 
some cases the differences in 
dialect across the Sister Tribes. 

Employees at the Language 
department love to email 
quizzes and test students 
throughout the week, which 
keeps the information new and 
gives a bit of extra fun to the 
class. Week two combined the 
parts of the day with forming a 
sentence based on a greeting in 
conversation. 

With this greeting, students 
learned how to say phrases 
such as: “S-ke:k Sialim, Ṣapi 
Masma?” which translates in 
English to, “Good morning, 
how are you?” Other steps 
were taught such as responding 
and asking the same question 
back with different meanings. 

The last three dates are 
scheduled for November: 4, 11 
and 18.

On Friday, October 18 the 
Ak-Chin Indian Community 
Language Department held 
an O’odham Bingo language 
preservation program at the 
Ak-Chin Service Center to a 
packed group. From 6-8 p.m. 
the Community gathered 
around and played bingo, but 
with a twist. 

All of the words that were 
called out were from the 
O’odham language. This 
provided a fun challenge 
to Community members of 
all ages who either haven’t 
heard the language much or 
who needed a brush-up on 
pronunciation. I surprised 
myself and others by winning 
two games. A delicious 
dinner was served and family 
and friends played on. 

Instead of bingo chips, beans 

were used to cover each 
word that was accompanied 
by a picture, which included 
words like cucul (chicken), 
pa:n (bread), or O’o (bone). 
After a participant thinks 
they won, they call out, 
“Hava!” which translates to 
“bingo,” and raise their hand. 
Language staff would then 
come over and check the 

board to see if they were a 
winner. Prizes were given out 
to each winner throughout 
the night until no more prizes 
could be given out. 

By the end of the night the 
majority of the participants 
had won, which is a good sign 
for the Language Department 
and the O’odham language. 

St. Francis continued from front page

Gertie and the T.O. Boyz play an honoring song for St. Francis inside St. 
Francis church during the closing procession. 

O’odham Bingo game board with beans as pieces. 

Ak-Chin Language Department gives a lesson on day 
one of the Novice O’odham Ñeok classes. The first day 
focused on the time of day and greetings. 

Story and photo by C. PicciuoloStory and photos by C. Picciuolo

People flock 
to The San 
Juan Kwaliya 
group during 
the giveaway  
dance under 
the Ak-Chin 
feast house 
vato.

Community 
gathers for a 
feast under 
the feast 
house vato, 
as Ak-Chin 
Mumsigo 
plays some 
vaila music.

Magician performs a famous slight of hand trick 
as entertainment during the Feast of St. Francis. 

Ak-Chin Youth Council helped 
decorate the feast house vato, 
along with Terri Ysaguirre, 
Bernadette White and grandkids.

tiles which were donated to the church and 
available for sale. All monies from the raffle, 
drinks and tiles were given to the church.

St. Francis of Assisi Ak-Chin would like to 
give a very special thank you to all who helped 
make this a joyous event:
Fr. Antony Tinker
All who attended the special mass
All who donated to the feast (flowers for church 
altar, items for feast and raffle items)
Ak-Chin Community Council
Ak-Chin Public Works/Sanitation
Ak-Chin Maintenance
Ak-Chin Youth Council

Ak-Chin Runner
Lawrence and Sally Antone
Hickman’s Eggs 
All cooks who helped before and during the 
feast
All Performers
All Vendors – extra special thanks to the Conner 
family who donated all food sales to the church
All Chaperones
All who helped clean before, during and after 
the feast day

For anyone we may have missed, thank you - 
the Lord is truly grateful for all your assistance 
to his church and his people.

Friday November 1
Pork Chops, Broccoli, Yams
Wheat buns, Fruit Cocktail

Monday November 4
Fried Chicken, 

Mashed Potato, 
Cole Slaw, Zucchini, 

Biscuits
Crepes, Banana

Tuesday November 5
Fish sticks, Chicken Tender

Corn on Cob, Grapes
Mixed Vegetables

Wednesday November 6
Beef Fajitas, Black Beans

Spanish Rice, Peaches
Green Leaf & Tomatoes

Thursday November 7
Museum Luncheon
At Service Center

Friday November 8
Lasagna, Spring Salad, 

Zucchini, Bread Sticks, Pears

Tuesday November 12 
Chili Beans, Chili Meat (D) 

Salad, Normandy Vegetable, 
Corn Bread, Cake

Wednesday November 13
Baked Chicken, Yams, 

Asparagus, Spinach Salad
Fresh Fruit

Thursday November 14
Salad Bar, Potato Soup
Crackers, Pineapples
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Pink Run continued from front

Take a Walk in Her Shoes and 
help stop Domestic Violence
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes
On the evening of October 16, 
Ak-Chin Health and Human 
Services held their second 
annual Domestic Violence 
Awareness Walk, to bring an 
impactful awareness to stop 
sexualized violence against 
women. 
Despite the horrid mosquitos 
the community gathered at Ak-
Chin Circle Field to support 
the event which also featured 
the “Walk a Mile in Her 
Shoes” a men’s march to stop 
rape, sexual assault and gender 
violence. 

This lively mile walk gives 
the male participants the 
chance to bring awareness 
to the event and the values it 
intends to spread. Ak-Chin 
Chairman Robert Miguel, 
Police Chief Manuel Garcia, 
and few Ak-Chin fi remen 
stepped up to the pathway to 

take the walk around the fi eld 
wearing the infamous red high 
heels provided by Health and 
Human Services. 

Walking in these heels was 
no easy task for these men, 
especially on a dirt path, but 
it draws attention to the big 
issues, domestic violence. It 
also helps the community to 
talk more about these issues 
and give encouragement for 
community members to do 
their part. 

After the walk a dinner was 
served and guest speakers 
were brought to the front of the 
crowd to give presentations on 
organizations that are striving 
to help end the epidemic of 
violence.

Bloom 365, a non-profi t 
organization headquartered in 
Arizona is here to help prevent 

Story and photos by J. Peters

Ak-Chin employees turn out to show their support.

Heels were provided to wear during the walking event.

Cultural Resources 
shares at October 
Gathering
The evening of October 
24th, the Ak-Chin Cultural 
Resources Program hosted 
a Community Gathering, 
focused on their duties and 
staff .

Before they presented, Cultural 
Resources staff  served a 
traditional meal of; chili stew, 
potato salad, and beans with 
cemait for all who came to 
listen in and dine. 

Once everyone was done 
with their delicious meal, 
the program began with their 
slide show presentation. First, 
Him Dak Director, Elaine 
Peters welcomed and thanked 
everyone for attending, 
followed by Genevieve 
Miguel, Cultural Resources 
Oral Historian.

Genevieve explained her 
job duties, such as studying 
and interpreting voices of 
people who have shared their 
memories, events in the past 
years, collecting historical 
documents and interviewing 
people in the community about 
our history, culture and him-
dak. 

C a r m e n 
N a r c i a , 

Cultural Specialist explained 
to the crowd what cultural 
resources is. “Well, they 
take care of these following; 
Archaeological sites, any 
historic sites, buildings, 
structures, traditional, cultural 
properties, gathering areas, 
sacred sites, etc.”

Mrs. Narcia also talked about 
the federal authorities that 
address cultural resources, and 
the diff erent laws that take care 
of our cultural religion. 

Up next was William 
Antone, Cultural Resources 
Technician, who explained 
what the cultural resources 
monitor duties are. 

“As a monitor you are given 
a project to stand and watch, 
if (an) object is being found 
like old pottery, bones, and 
so on, they take care of it as a 
monitor.” 

He also shared how anything 
being dug in the community a 
monitor has to be in attendance 
for cultural purposes. 

The evening ended with a 
raffl  e with awesome prices. 

Story and photo by K. Lopez

Cultural Resources Technician William 
Antone presents to all at meeting.

Breast Cancer survivor Yolanda Miranda and her family.
Pink Run continues to page 6

“My name is Yolanda 
Miranda and I was diagnosed 
with Breast Cancer in 2013. 
To hear the Doctor say you 
have Cancer I thought it was 
a defi nite death sentence. I 
was afraid of the unknown 
but trusted GOD, my family 
and the professionals to get 
me through a diffi  cult battle. 

Trust me our human ways 
want to give up, give in 
and just live in fear. Of 
course, fear comes from the 
unknown but I had a mission 
to stay alive for my parents, 
my husband and my children.

I was 43 at the time of my 
diagnosis and I was way too 
young to have my family bury 
me.  I fought day and night 
and still continue to fi ght 
because Cancer as we know 

loves to return.

We need to keep ourselves # 
1. Go to the Doctor, get your 
annual checkups, eat right, 
exercise and get plenty of 
rest. Most of all stay positive 
about life.

It’s important to surround 
yourself around positive 
people. Get into a support 
group or fi nd a local 
church you feel comfortable 
attending. I also want to 
acknowledge those who have 
fought the good fi ght and 
those who still fi ght. God 
Bless You.

p/s I want to thank my 
caregiver Sami Atrawi My 
Husband & Friend who stood 
by me through thick and thin, 
tears shed, surgery, radiation 

DV Event continues to page 7

Newspaper of the
Ak-Chin Indian Community 

©2019

16600 N. Maricopa Highway
Maricopa, Arizona 85139

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
 MONDAY - FRIDAY

PHONE: 520•568•1375
FAX: 520•568•1376

E-MAIL: 
runnernews@ak-chin.nsn.us

Ak-Chin O’odham 
Runner Staff

Editor: Raychel Peters
Photojournalists: Justine Peters 

and Chris Picciuolo
Graphic Artists: Diana Carlyle
News Assistant: Charlene Pane

Ak-Chin Community Council
Chairman: Robert Miguel

Vice Chairman: Gabriel Lopez 
Council Members: Delia Carlyle, 

Lisa Garcia and Octavio 
Machado

Regular Contributors:
Ak-Chin: Cultural Resources, 

Education, EPD, Health Education, 
Him-Dak, Library, Health & 

Human Services, Recreation & 
MUSD.

The Ak-Chin O’odham Runner 
is published on the fi rst and third 

Friday of each month. 

The “Runner” is delivered to all 
residents and departments of the 

Ak-Chin Indian Community, as 
well as surrounding community 

businesses, interested groups and 
subscribers.

All information and original work 
contained in this newspaper is 

copyright and may not be 
reproduced without written 

permission from:

The Ak-Chin O’odham Runner
16600 N. Maricopa Highway

Maricopa, Arizona 85139

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements and wishes may 

be phoned in, faxed or e-mailed.

ARTWORK, LETTERS, STORIES
The Ak-Chin O’odham Runner is 
a Community Newspaper and 

encourages Community 
involvement. 

If you have artwork, photos, 
poems or a great story that 

you would like to share, please 
contact us so we can include it in 

“YOUR” newspaper. 

Also, if you have suggestions or 
comments about “YOUR” 

newspaper, let the Runner Staff 
know that too. 

All submitted letters MUST be 
signed by the author and are 
limited to 200 words. Authors 
must also include their name, 
address, and phone number. 
Names can be omitted by 

request. Anonymous submissions 
will not be accepted. 

We reserve the right to edit all 
submitted material for clarity, 

grammar and good taste. 
All submissions should be received 
as typed or non-cursive writing.  

Please do not submit UPPERCASE 
or formatted paragraphs. 

Submitted pictures need to have 
a return address and brief 
description. Pictures with no 

address will remain on fi le. Allow 
2 weeks for return.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE
2019 Subscription rate is 

$33.75. 
If you would like to receive the

 “Runner” by mail, please send a 
$33.75 check/money order to:

Ak-Chin O’odham Runner
16600 N. Maricopa Highway

Maricopa, Arizona 85139

Make check/money order 
payable to: Ak-Chin Indian 

Community
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Don’t forget the DEADLINE 
for the NOVEMBER 15 - 
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issue is due by
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Please submit all announcements, 

wishes, etc. no later than 
FRIDAY, NOV. 8TH, 2019

Any material submitted after the
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If appropriate and relevant, it 
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Legacy students 
receive awards 
for 1st quarter

Kylee Carlyle receives 
Principal’s Pride Award.

Mateo Rodriguez makes 
Honor Roll.

On Thursday October 24th, 
Maricopa Legacy Traditional 
School held a morning of 
ceremonies for the fi rst quarter 
of the school year. 

Kylee Carlyle received the 
Principal’s Pride Award for 
having all A’s  and Mateo 
Rodriguez received a spot on 
Honor Roll.
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Preschool visit 
Ak-Chin Fire 
Department
Story and photos by Runner Staff 

Fire Fighter/EMT Cody Morris helps a child with the fi re hose.

October 21st, Ak-Chin’s Early 
Education students took a special 
trip to Ak-Chin Fire Station for a 
tour of the facility and to learn 
how equipment work.

Firefi ghters guided the students 
through the building, showing 
what their living quarters look 
like and where they have their 
daily training sessions. 

During their visit the children 
were able to get a glimpse of 
demonstrations of the fi re crew’s 
diff erent jobs. The students were 
given the chance to put out a 
fi ctitious fi re by working the 
very heavy and powerful hose, 
with the help of the fi refi ghters 
of course.

The classes had a blast seeing 
how the fi re house operates and 
getting a chance to live like the 
everyday heroes.

Students test their strengths, 
pulling this dummy to safety.

Students wait patiently for their chance to work with the fi re 
hose.

Injury Prevention
hosts Safe Sleep 
Education Class
October doesn’t just bring 
candy corn and monsters, it 
also brings awareness to Safe 
Sleep and SIDS (Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome). 

Safe Sleep and SIDS 
Awareness Month brings 
attention to the many 
devastating sleep related 
infant deaths. Studies show 
that about 3,500 infants die 
annually in the US from 
these sleep related deaths. 
Bringing the knowledge on 
the severity of these issues 
Ak-Chin Injury Prevention 
held a Safe Sleep education 
class on October 15th and 
24th and all those who 
attended received a pack-n-
play crib for their child(ren). 

The classes had a good 
turnout with parents and 
expecting parents. Injury 
Prevention Specialist Teri 
De La Cruz led in teaching 
the community about the 
importance of sharing a room 
with the baby but not your 
bed with the baby. She also 
talked about no smoke near 
the baby, keeping bedding 
away from the baby’s face, 
don’t overdress the baby, and 
make sure nothing is in the 
sleeping area except a tight-
fi tting sheet, as well as other 
important steps discussed 

with parents to provide a safe 
sleeping environment for 
infants.
As a Native community it’s 
important to note “Native 
American babies are one 
of the highest at risk to die 
because of unsafe sleep 
environments due to co-
sleeping/sleeping with 
parents.” Doing research and 
learning about how to prevent 
these unexpected deaths can 
bring an ease to the home.

Here are steps to help turn 
your home into a safe 
sleeping environment via the 
CDC website:

•Place your baby on his or 
her back for all sleep times- 
naps and at night.

•Use a fi rm, fl at sleep surface, 

such as a mattress in a safety-
approved crib covered only 
by a fi tted sheet.

•Keep your baby’s sleep 
area (for example, a crib or 
bassinet) in the same room 
where you sleep until your 
baby is at least 6 months old, 
or ideally, until your baby is 
one year old.

•Keep soft bedding such as 
blankets, pillows, bumper 
pads, and soft toys out of 
your baby’s sleep area.

•Additionally, do not cover 
your baby’s head or allow 
your baby to get too hot.

JUST REMEMBER, THE 
SAFEST PLACE FOR 
YOUR BABY IS IN A CRIB.

Story and photo by Runner Staff 

Injury Prevention Specialist Teri De La Cruz presenting.
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ELDER CENTER

NOVEMBER 1ST
Harrahs Luncheon 12 Noon

NOVEMBER 4TH
Angel Home Care Presenta� on 

Cold & Flu 12:15 PM

NOVEMBER 5TH
Elder Cra�  Fall Wreath 9 AM 

Movie Day

NOVEMBER 6TH
Educa� on Presenta� on School 

A� endance and Drop out 12:15pm

NOVEMBER 7TH
Annual Him-Dak Thanksgiving 

Luncheon Services Center
11 Am to 1 PM

NOVEMBER 11TH
Center Closed – Veterans Day

NOVEMBER 13TH
Dialysis Support Group 9AM 

Elder Center Dining Room
(Come have coff ee and let’s share 

experiences about dialysis)

NOVEMBER 15TH
Elder Check Day

NOVEMBER 19TH
Goodwill Shopping

NOVEMBER 20TH
BINGO

NOVEMBER 21ST
Movie Day

NOVEMBER 22ND
Brunch 9 am to 10:30am 
Pick up begins at 8:30am

NOVEMBER 26TH
Dialysis Support Group 9AM 

Elder Center Dining Room
(Come have coff ee and let’s share 

experiences about dialysis)

NOVEMBER 27TH
Thanksgiving Lunch Elder Center

NOVEMBER 28TH
Center Closed - Thanksgiving

NOVEMBER 29TH
Center Closed

Na� ve American Heritage Day

LIBRARY

NOVEMBER 1ST
Elder Cra�  and Lego Cra�  

11:00am-12:00pm

NOVEMBER 2ND
Japan Pop 12:00pm-2:00pm

NOVEMBER 5TH
Elder Coloring 9:00am-10:00am
Preschool Story� me 11:00am-

12:00pm

NOVEMBER 6TH
KRAFTZ Diamond Pain� ng

1:00pm- 3:00pm
ROBOTICS 4:15pm-5:30pm

NOVEMBER 7TH
Preschool Story� me 11:00am-

12:00pm

NOVEMBER 8TH
Library Closes @ 5:00pm

NOVEMBER 9TH
Library Closed

NOVEMBER 11TH
Library Closed - Veteran’s Day

NOVEMBER 12TH
Preschool Story� me 
11:00am-12:00pm

NOVEMBER 13TH
Baby-Time 10:00am-10:45am

KRAFTS Adult Pumpkin 
Centerpiece Making 
12:00pm- 3:00pm

ROBOTICS 4:15pm-5:30pm

NOVEMBER 14TH
Preschool Story� me 
11:00am-12:00pm

NOVEMBER 15TH
Elder Cra�  11:00am-12:00pm
Pumpkin Centerpiece Making

NOVEMBER 16TH
SEWING CIRCUTS 12:00 pm-3:00 
pm, Japan Pop 12:00pm-2:00pm

NOVEMBER 19TH
Elder Coloring 9:00am-10:00am
Preschool Story� me 11:00am-

12:00pm

NOVEMBER 20TH
*Movie Club Film Fes� val

6:00pm – 8:00pm RSVP Required 
Library Closes @ 5:00pm

NOVEMBER 21ST
Preschool Story� me 11:00am-

12:00pm

NOVEMBER 23RD
Japan Pop 12:00pm-2:00pm

NOVEMBER 26TH
Preschool Story� me 11:00am-

12:00pm

NOVEMBER 27TH
Baby-Time 10:00am-10:45am

Library Closes @ 5:00pm

NOVEMBER 28TH
Library Closed - Thanksgiving

NOVEMBER 29 - 30TH
Library Closed

 PARKS & REC

NOVEMBER 2ND
Veterans Celebra� on at Milton 

Park
Volleyball Tournament

NOVEMBER 3RD
Open Gym 11 am to 3pm

NOVEMBER 4TH 
Open Gym 8 am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pm to 4:30 pm
Open gym 5pm to 9pm

NOVEMBER 5TH
Open Gym 8 am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pm to 4:30 pm
Youth Basketball 5pm to 6:30 pm

NOVEMBER 6TH
Open gym 8am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pm to 4:30 pm
Elder Chair Volleyball 6pm to 8pm

NOVEMBER 7TH
Open gym 8am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pm to 4:30 pm
Youth Basketball 5pm to 6:30 pm

NOVEMBER 8TH
Men’s Baseball Tournament

Women’s Fastpitch Tournament
Open gym 8am to 5pm

NOVEMBER 9TH & 10TH
Men’s Baseball Tournament

Women’s Fastpitch Tournament

NOVEMBER 11TH
GYM CLOSED - VETERANS DAY

NOVEMBER 12TH & 14TH
Open gym 8am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pm to 4:30 pm
Youth Basketball 5pm to 6:30 pm

NOVEMBER 13TH
Open gym 8am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pm to 4:30 pm
Elder Chair Volleyball 6pm to 8pm

NOVEMBER 15TH
Open Gym 8am to 5pm

NOVEMBER 16TH
Pre-school Co-ed Volleyball 

Tournament,  9-12 co-ed 
Basketball League in Gila River

NOVEMBER 17TH
Open gym 11am to 3pm

NOVEMBER 18TH
Open gym 8am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pm to 4:30 pm
Open gym 5pm to 9pm

NOVEMBER 19TH & 21ST
Open gym 8am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pm to 4:30 pm
Youth Basketball 5pm to 6:30 pm

NOVEMBER 20TH
Open gym 8am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pm to 4:30 pm
 Elder Chair Volleyball 6pm to 8pm

NOVEMBER 22ND
Open Gym 8am to 5pm

NOVEMBER 23RD & 24TH
CO-ED Slow-pitch tournament

Open gym 11am to 3pm

NOVEMBER 25TH & 26TH
Open gym 8am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pn to 4:30 pm
 Employee Chair Volleyball 

Tournament
Wear ASU or U of A

NOVEMBER 27TH
Open gym 8am to 2pm

Closed gym 2pm to 4:30 pm
Elder Chair Volleyball 6pm to 8pm

NOVEMBER 28TH
THANKSGIVING - GYM CLOSED

NOVEMBER 29TH
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE DAY

GYM CLOSED

NOVEMBER 30TH
ASU vs U of A Rivalry game

UPCOMING EVENTS
Community Gathering held at 

the Service Center, 6- 8PM
Community Meeti ng held at 

Ak-Chin Service Center, 6-8PM

ELDER CENTER INFORMATION
Elder Center 520-568-1760

Center Hours 
Monday-Friday 8 AM to 5 PM

Breakfast 7:30 AM to 9 AM 
Lunch 12 noon

Transportati on
520-568-1760 or 520-568-1769 

Please Call Before 4 PM

Eggs Delivered every Tuesday. 
Eggs pick up Wed-Fri 8 AM-3 PM 

Aft er Hours 520-858-5043

Elder Shopping and Errands 
are provided every Monday 

and Friday at 1 PM  If you need 
transportati on for Shopping and 
Errands on any Other day, please 

call Transit Department.
520-568-1630

LIBRARY INFORMATION
*Needs to be signed up to be 

in program. Call 520-568-1675 
for more informati on.

Elder Coloring- 
Takes place at the Elder Center 

Japan Pop - Transportati on to and 
from library is required. You must 

be 10 years or older to parti cipate. 
Baby Time! – every Wednesday, 

10:30-11:00AM. Children 0-5 ONLY. 
OVERDRIVE TRUCK – No sign up 

required, Children under 8 yrs must 
be accompanied by an adult.

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday – Friday – 8AM-6PM

Saturday-12PM-4PM
Sunday-Closed

RECREATION INFORMATION
For more informati on on 

Rec Center events please call the 
Rec Center @520-568-1740

**Calendar Subject to Change**

NOVEMBER 2019
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

performed a powerful song for 
everyone. 

Chairman Miguel then took 
the stage and spoke about 
his family and history in the 
Community and welcomed 
everyone to Ak-Chin. 
Around 10:30 a.m., regional 
administrator US EPA 
Region 9 Mike Stoker gave 
welcoming remarks and said 
that he was doing his best to 
reach all Native Communities 
within the region and work 
hard for their needs. 

After Stoker gave his remarks, 
the Ak-Chin Ba’ban Kehina 
Basket Dancers came up and 
made use of a tight space to 
show all in attendance their 
dance that they have practiced. 
When the dance was fi nished, 
members of many Nations 
showed respect by greeting 
the dancers with thanks and 
handshakes. 

Up next was keynote speaker 
Dr. Karletta Chief, hydrology 
professor at University of 
Arizona, who provided a 
wealth of information from 
the Gold King Mine Spill Diné 
Exposure Project. Dr. Chief 
went into detail about short 
and long-term exposure to 
lead and arsenic and discussed 
the Diné Fundamental 
Philosophy, Hózhó; which is a 
cycle of refl ection “siih hasin,” 
critical thinking “nitsáhák ees,” 
planning “nahat’a,” and 
implementation “liná.”

Several environmental 
vendors such as SubSurface 
Instruments, Ambient Water 
Quality Monitoring System 
and ACZ Laboratories set 

up in the hallway outside of 
the main ballroom to off er 
attendees information on 
various technologies.

Three Youth Cultural 
Exchanges were held from 
5-7 p.m. Monday-Wednesday 
at the Ak-Chin Him-Dak Art 
Building and the Harrah’s 
ballrooms as young members 
of visiting San Pasqual from 
all 12 Bands sat in with Ak-
Chin Youth Council members.  

On October 23, a group of 
conference goers met up with 
Ak-Chin EPD’s Water Quality 
Specialist Bridgette Pena 
to tour the community and 
particularly the community’s 
reservoir. The group traveled 
to the body of water to get 
information and to answer any 
questions on how Ak-Chin 
uses its water supply. 
Bridgette went over many 
aspects of the reservoir, “The 
Ak-Chin Reservoir at the 
southwest comer of the Ak-
Chin Indian Community is 
a protected delivery point 
and distribution hub for the 
Community’s 75,000-acre-
foot (AF) allotment of Central 
Arizona Project (CAP) water.” 
Talking more about the 
reservoir, it was constructed 
in 1982. The accompanying 
canal system to the reservoir 
was designed as a solution to 
the community’s reliance on 
groundwater for agricultural 
irrigation and domestic use. 
She discussed the total surface 
area of the reservoir being 
approximately 15 acres and 
features a maximum water 
storage capacity of 85 AF 
(acre-foot). While taking a 
walk around the reservoir and 

discussing more of its features 
the group was met by Ak-Chin 
Vice Chairman Gabriel Lopez 
who joined the group tour.
On Thursday, after a few 
breakout sessions and 
workshops, the conference 
ended with a closing ceremony 
addressed by Laura Ebbert, of 
U.S. EPA, Region 9, a closing 
prayer from keynote speaker 
Stan Rodriguez of the Santa 
Ysabel Band of Iipay Nation, 
closing remarks by John 
Flores of the San Pasqual 
Band of Mission Indians, a 
performance by the Kumeyaay 
Bird Singers and the ACIC 
Color Guard. 
The Ak-Chin Environmental 
Programs team as the cohost 
provided support by attending 
regular organizational 
conference calls to develop 
the agenda, choose and 
invite speakers and topics, 
to develop fi eld trips and to 
organize blessings, to bring 
in the Ak-Chin Color Guard, 
cultural entertainment, 
provide transportation and to 
organize tribal youth group 
activities.

At left, Ak-Chin 
Youth Council 
provides a point 
system chart for 
the O’odham 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
women’s stick 
game “komi”, 
where you earn 
points as an 
individual player 
based on  the 
color of sticks 
thrown. They also 
shared how to 

Vice Chairman Gabriel Lopez and Water Quality Specialist Bridgette Pena with Tour 
group take picture by Ak-Chin’s retention pond.

play the men’s stick game as well, “gins”. Above, youth reps from 
the 12 Bands of San Pasqual Mission show Ak-Chin and Salt River 
youth how to play their traditional stick game. 

Similar to hide and seek one group hides colored objects in their 
hands and the opposing team guesses which color is in which 
hand. The correct guess earns them a stick. The game can last for 
hours, as the victory is the one with all the sticks. 



Above, this little cool cat enjoys 
the pink-themed promo items. 

At right, Ak-Chin’s cutest couple 
pick props for their Pink Run pic.

Pink Run continued from page 3
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St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Mission
16657 N. Church St. Maricopa, AZ 85139

Ak-Chin Indian Community

NOVEMBER 2019 Schedule

Sunday Mass at 12 noon
November 3 – Fr. Antony Tinker
November 10 – Fr. Ignatius Mazanowski
November 17 – Fr. Peter Teresa McConnell
November 24 – Fr. Antony Tinker

All Souls - November 2, 4 pm
Cemetery Service – Dcn Gary Scott

ANNOUNCEMENTS
November 28, 8am
Thanksgiving Day Mass – St. John the Baptist – Laveen
Fr. Antony Tinker, FHS

November 28, 9am
Thanksgiving Day Mass – St. Peter – Bapchule 
Fr. Peter Teresa McConnell, FHA

Baptisms are every 4th Sunday of the month and 
baptism classes are every 2nd Saturday of the month. 
If you are interested please contact Flower Ruelas at 

(520) 568-3700 or (602) 717-3761.

treatment, pain & 
suffering. I always knew 
there was light at the 
end of the dark tunnel. 
Caregivers deserve a 
special badge of Honor. 
My children gave me the 
extra strength to live.”

To Health & Happiness
Sincerely, 
Yolanda Miranda

Breast Cancer is one 
of the most common 
cancers found in women 
today, with about 1 in 8 
women getting breast 
cancer at some point in 
their life. According to 
the American Red Cross, 
“there will be 271,270 
new cases of breast 

cancer in 2019, 99% of 
which will be diagnosed 
in women.”

If found in its early 
stages and treated, most 
women can survive 
breast cancer. Getting 
yearly mammograms 
and breast cancer 
screening tests is the 
best way to detect breast 
cancer. 

Be aware of your health 
and do what is necessary 
to keep you and your 
loved ones healthy 
and happy; encourage 
regular doctor visits 
and follow up with 
any unusual signs or 
symptoms.

COMMUNITY 
NOTICE

Council approved a 
Resolution amending title 5 
of the Revised Ak-Chin Law 
and Order Code of 2000 
(Code), to add a chapter 
15, “Alcoholic Beverages,” 
and provisions addressing 
unlawful acts related to 
alcoholic beverages and 
intoxicating beverages in 
motor vehicles, as well as 
adding the definition of 
“legal drinking age” to title 
3, section 1.4 of the Code on 
October 16, 2019. 

Copies of the Code 
containing the changes may 
be viewed at the Ak-Chin 
Indian Community Library. 

Please feel free to contact 
the Law and Order Code 
Committee or the Law and 
Order Code Committee 
Legal Contractor at 520-
568-1189 or LKalkbrenner@
ak-chin.nsn.us with any 
questions. 



Submitted by Ak-Chin Recreation Department

Ak-Chin Recreation takes 
community on seasonal 
adventures
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Domestic Violence Event continued from page 3

At the Halloween party a massive amount of children 
dress up including Little Barrel here who came to cause 
some mischief at the Halloween party.

Ak-Chin Indian Community 
(October 28, 2019) – For 
anyone who’s ever seen a baby, 
toddler or preschooler open 
a gift and then toss aside the 
shiny new toy to instead play 
with the box, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics says 
kids may know what’s  best 
for them. 

The organization recently came 
out with a recommendation 
that the best toys for young 
children are the simple ones. 
And we’re talking very simple, 
like every day household 
objects. 

First Things First reminds 
parents that children explore 
and make sense of the world 
around them through play. 
In fact, research has shown 
that play impacts everything 
from physical abilities and 
vocabulary to problem 
solving, creativity, teamwork 
and empathy. 

Playing with ordinary 
household items allows a 
young child to explore their 
world and found objects. 
With babies, it’s as simple 
as grasping an object and 
holding on to it. Families can 
focus on introducing objects 
that stimulate curiosity. 
Babies are fascinated by their 
surroundings, especially faces 
and bright colors. You can use 
something as simple as a small, 
lightweight scarf to play peek-
a-boo or use it as a prop as you 
make up stories. By adding 
music to the scarf play, you 
can get your baby moving and 
sharpen their listening skills as 

you give directions. 
For toddlers between 1 and 
3 years old, look for objects 
that encourage imagination 
and problem solving. They 
enjoy playing hide-and-seek 
with diff erent objects. As a 
toddler, your child may begin 
to arrange objects, which 
eventually turns into sorting 
and classifying them. This 
allows the child to develop 
thinking, reasoning and 
problem-solving skills. 

For preschoolers from ages 3 
to 5, look to use objects that 
will help preschoolers relate 
to each other and the world 
around them. Encourage 
their imagination by creating 
a pirate’s telescope using a 
paper towel roll. 

First Things First off ers these 
10 suggestions on every day 
household objects that can be 
used as toys that promote early 
learning:
1. Plastic cups – can be used to 
sort items.
2. Toilet paper rolls – tape two 
together and create binoculars 
for a game of I Spy.
3. Whisk – babies love to hold 
whisks, but as your child gets 
older you can use a whisk in 
the bath to swirl the water or 
make patterns in the sand. 
4. Cardboard boxes – 
depending on the size, boxes 
can be used in a variety of 
ways. Facial tissue boxes make 
excellent building blocks to 
build towers.
5. Plastic containers – use to 
sort items by color and size, 
take them into the bath to pour 
water.

6. Leaves – rustling leaves 
outside. Let your toddler 
walk through a pile of leaves. 
They’ll enjoy the rustling and 
crunching sounds underneath 
their feet. For preschoolers, 
they can paint the leaves and 
use them to make patterns.
7. Screw-top plastic water 
bottle – fi ll with pasta or beans 
to make a shaker. Or use them 
as bowling pins, to knock 
down with a ball.
8. Pots and pans and wooden 
spoon – teach your toddler 
about rhythm by banging on 
the pots.
9. Laundry basket – use to 
throw rolled-up socks or have 
them use their imagination to 
sit inside and drive a car or 
steer a boat.
10. Everyone’s favorite: old 
blankets, sheets and towels 
– use to build an indoor or 
outdoor fort. 

To encourage imaginative 
play at home, parents and 
caregivers only have to look 
around the house to keep little 
ones entertained.

###

About First Things First 
– First Things First is a 
voter-created, statewide 
organization that funds early 
learning, family support and 
children preventive health 
services to help kids be 
successful once they enter 
kindergarten. Decisions about 
how those funds are spent 
are made by local councils 
staff ed by community 
volunteers. To learn more, 
visit FirstThingsFirst.org.

Turning household objects 
into toys for young kids

Him-Dak throws annual
HALLOWEEN PARTY

Various games and activities were available including the 
cake walk, giving an extra dose of sugar to the party.

Parks and Recreation took a group of kids aged 6-11 
to the Vertuccio Farms corn maze and pumpkin patch 
in Mesa on October 20. L-R Jayden Narcia, Adrian 
Coronado, Brandon Thomas, Emma Enos. 

October 18th the Rec took a group of kids to the 13th 
Floor Haunted House. The kids loved it and enjoyed it, it 
was a successful event for this age group.
-Parks & Recreation Coordinator Bernardina Gonzalez. 

teen dating abuse to counter 
and prevent the abuse and stop 
it into escalating to domestic 
abuse/sexual violence for the 
further generations. 

Their 3 step Bloom It Up 
program has been asked 
to be taught in school and 
community events around 
Arizona, their outreach 
program helps to “combine 
public health framed education 
with peer to peer advocacy and 
activism to #UprootAbuse and 
cultivate empathy, respect, 
kindness, equality, consent, 
safety and peace as the 
standard for this generation of 
youth and the next.” 

The organization hopes to 
bring awareness of abuse, 
reaching out about abuse 
and educating about abuse to 
reduce the number in future 
teen victims and also helps 
in supporting those survivors 
who have suff ered from abuse. 
For more information please 
visit bloom365.org

“The Maricopa Family 
Advocacy Center’s mission 
statement, “empowers victims 
of violence and neglect 
through the collaboration of 

connected professionals.” 
This statement was given by 
a member from the Maricopa 
Family Advocacy Center. 

This center provides the 
help of Pinal County Law 
Enforcement working 
with medical and mental 
health professionals and the 
Department of Child Services. 
Together the center creates a 
specialized plan that reduces 
stress during investigations, 
providing comfort, and 
minimizing traumatic 
situations such as interviews, 
exams, and etc.

Their presentation to the 
community focused on the 
diff erent types of abuse; child 
abuse, domestic abuse and 
senior abuse; and encouraged 
everyone to take note on what 
to look for in situations that 
might be abuse related.

Child Abuse-Neglect: 
a caregiver’s failure to 
adequately provide for the 
child’s physical or emotional 
needs; Physical Abuse: a 
physical act which may cause 
physical injury; Emotional 
Abuse: a systematic 
destruction of a child’s 

emotional well-being; Sexual 
Abuse: involvement of a child 
in sexual activity to provide 
gratifi cation or fi nancial 
benefi t for the perpetrator. 
Domestic Violence: acts of 
abuse that are physical, sexual, 
emotional, economic or 
psychological actions of one 
family or household member 
against another. Senior Abuse: 
knowing, intentional or 
neglectful act by a caregiver 
or any other person causing 
harm or a serious risk of harm 
to an elder including acts of 
physical, emotional, sexual 
and fi nancial abuse.

The center ensures anyone 
who comes to the center 
that they are treated with the 
absolute care and respect 
throughout their time of crises. 
For more information on the 
Family Advocacy Center 
please call the Maricopa 
Police Department at (520) 
316-6800.

As the event ended many 
walked away with more 
awareness and more 
knowledge about the 
seriousness of any kinds of 
abuse. 
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Men’s and Women’s Open 
Basketball Tournament

1st Place Brothas

2nd Place Those Guys

3rd Place Ak-Chin3rd Place Cooper Goons

2nd Place Unknown

1st Place Ball It Up

Eliza Santiago shines with MHS Rams

The Maricopa High 
School Rams volleyball 
team’s year has come to 
an end as Ak-Chin Indian 
Community member Eliza 
Santiago’s consistent play 
helped to hold the team 
together as the quiet “glue” 
throughout the season. 

Regarded as one of the 
best servers on the team 
by coach Misty Balgaard, 
Santiago started and 

played in every game this 
season and always knows 
where everyone else 
should be on the court. 

Not one to use a lot 
of words on the court, 
Santiago instead leads by 
action.

“I had the privilege of 
coaching Eliza Santiago 
this year at Maricopa 
High School. She always 

has a positive attitude 
and worked her hardest. I 
will miss seeing her smile 
and her kind demeanor at 
practice each day,” said 
Balgaard. 

On October 22, the Runner 
covered the home game 
at Maricopa versus the 
Higley Knights as the 
Rams defeated Higley 3-2. 

Story and photo by Runner Staff

Youth co-ed volleyball season ends

The 2019 Ak-Chin Parks 
and Recreation Youth Co-ed 
Volleyball League has come 
to an end after a successful 
season for the two age groups. 
In the last Runner issue, we 
focused on the 9-12-year-old 
players, and in this issue, we 
will cover ages 13-17. 

Games for the older players 
started at 7:35 p.m. and went 
throughout the night until 
around 8:50 p.m. There were 
two teams from Ak-Chin, Ak-
Chin 1 and Ak-Chin 2. The 
visiting teams were Komatke 
and Sacaton D3. 

Parks and Recreation staff 
filled many roles such as 
league facilitators, coaches 
and referees. A big goal of the 
league was not to keep score, 
but to provide an opportunity 
for the kids to advance with 
their volleyball and teamwork 

skills. Some players would 
love to move on and gain 
more experience in volleyball, 
which is what coach Julia 
Dickerson wants to see. “Eliza 
Santiago played last year and 
tried out MHS and made the 
team,” said Dickerson. “My 
main goal is for the kids not 
to stay in recreation, but this is 
where you start.”

Coach Wesley Gonzalez felt 
as though the age group has 
been steadily getting better. 
“This year they progressed a 
lot. They got better passing 
the ball, they started spiking 
the ball better toward the end 
of the season,” said Gonzalez. 
“I’m hoping to see some of the 
players coming back again.” 

The Ak-Chin teams often 
switch it up and play on each 
other’s squad, especially on 
a night when not everyone is 

available to play. For Ak-Chin, 
there was a chance this year to 
have a true co-ed experience. 
There weren’t any boys last 
year, and this year there were 
three. This allowed for the 
coaches to play different styles 
based on the strengths of the 
players. 

With the girls, coaches looked 
for strong passing and setting, 
and the taller boys doing the 
spiking and blocking. Over 
all, all teams were able to get 
better at passing and setting up 
a play. 

Gonzalez said that he heard 
compliments from other teams, 
particularly Komatke, who 
came down to Ak-Chin and 
loved the setup. Because of the 
feedback, next year Parks and 
Recreation plans on having a 
tournament for both divisions.

Story and photo by C. Picciuolo

Day of the 
deadlift winners
Congrats to Team Ak-Chin 
“Billy’s Powerhouse” as 
they represented Ak-Chin 
in GRIC’s 2019 Day of the 
deadlift on October 18, 2019. 

Congrats to a new personal 
record deadlift for Darrian 
Justin @ 545 pounds. Congrats 
to Ralston Justin for his 
deadlift of 405 and congrats 
Nikolai White on the deadlift 

of 655 pounds and claiming 
the heaviest overall deadlift in 
the heavy weight division at 
the Mul-Chu-Tha fairgrounds. 

 These boys did an awesome job 
and it was a great experience 
watching all athletes compete. 

Thank you GRIC wellness 
Center for putting on such an 
exciting event!!

Submitted by Debbie M. Soliz

Rosalino Ormsby 
Valenzuela is a 
Sophomore at Marcos 
De Niza High School 
and plays on the Varsity 
Football team. 

Submitted by Matthew Tess, 
Ak-Chin Online/After-School 
Coordinator

Rosalino at
Marcos de 
Niza H.S.

Darrian Justin 
sets a new 
personal 
deadlift record 
at 545 lbs.

Nikolai White wins heaviest overall deadlift at 655 lbs. 

Right: Ralston Justin 
has an impressive 
deadlift of 405 lbs. 
during the Day of the 
deadlift event. 

Eliza Santiago gears up to play defense on the volleyball court on October 22 
vs. the Higley Knights at home. Santiago’s coach Misty Balgaard spoke highly 
of her character and play during her first season. 

Teams Ak-Chin 1 and 2 mix together for a group photo before 
their matchups. Many players have shown interest in competing 
in volleyball in the future and the co-ed squad with the addition 
of three boys gives balance to the teams. 
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1 
Mariah Carlyle, Vekol

Gwendolyn Lopez, 
Early Childhood

Chance Love, Law & Order
Joseph Plough, Fire & Safety

2
Bruce Shine, Fire & Safety

3 
Eby Abel, Maintenance

4
Penny Harris, 

Social & Health Services
Lisa Wiltshire-Mays, 

Planning

6
Jose Lopez, Vekol 

7
Ross Sti mac, 

Environmental Protecti on
Tanner Wear, Law & Order

8
Eddie Berzoza, Sanitati on

Timothy Hawk, Law & Order

9
Susan Cons, 

Social & Health Services
Cecil Peters, Fire & Safety

10
Desiree Guarino, Educati on 

Shannon Narcia, Finance

11
TeriLynne Kisto, 

Human Resources

12
Holly Antone, 

Him Dak Museum
Kenneth Hefner, 
Capital Projects

John DePaola, TGA

14
Raychel Peters, Runner

Amy Batopis
Cashier/Stocker

Vekol

Ashley Vincent
Deli Clerk
Vekol

Bianca Valenzuela
Cashier/Stocker

Vekol

AK-CHIN JOB OPPORTUNITIES

APPLICANTS CAN NOW APPLY ONLINE!
Visit Ak-Chin Indian Community website (www.ak-chin.nsn.us) and click Job Openings to review or apply for an open posi� on. 

If you are claiming Indian Preference, proof of tribal enrollment MUST be submi� ed at the � me of applica� on.

• Archaeologist
• Police Offi  cer– certi fi ed
• Photo Journalist

• Police Commander
• Audit Supervisor
• Case Manager -Children’s Services

Open to Enrolled 
Ak-Chin Members Only

• Art Technician 
• Cultural Resources Specialist

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
1

Jose Hernandez
Jason Narcia
Mary Narcia

Gwendolyn Pilone
Autumn Vallejos

2
Franklin Sam

3
Carla Carlyle

Darrin Manuel
Neveah Pilone

Israel Santiago

4
Mauricio Contreras-

Valles
Kahleah Delowe

Rosa Merriweather
Siann Ugalde

5
Aaron Peters, Sr.

Rena Santiago

6
Thonya Florez
Andrea Lopez

Jose Lopez

7
Brittney King

Auciana Miguel
Heaven Smith

Norma Vincent

8 9
Mikayla Matuz
Daniel Narcia

Malinda Ormsby
Cecil Peters

10
Shannon Narcia
Marquon Robles

11
Erick Merriweather
Ryan Merriweather

Ramona Narcia
Jamison Vincent

12
Holly Antone

Arnulfo Arellanes-
Burgos, Jr.

Elissa Justin
Nyaila Miguel

Mark Pablo

13
Anthony Antone

Aaron Narcia
Darnell Peters

14
Emmalyn Anderson

Victor Bandin
Joe Miguel

Raychel Peters
Hiram Ugalde

15
Terrance Enos
Aiden Miguel

Dominic Miguel
Izaah Smith
Jose White

Jose�ina White

16
Carson De Paola

Morgan Green
Emeterio Luna, Jr.

Leenette Sope

17
Austin Lopez

Dallyss Peters
Malinda Velasquez

18
Andi-Kiowan 

Santiago

19
Davis Garcia, Sr.

Persilia Hernandez
Dallas Peters

Albertino Santiago
Raven Santiago

20
Shane Antone

Ricardo DeLeon, Jr.
Ronin Gloria

21
Ezequiel Santiago

22
Faith Batopis

Morgan Peters

23
Jasmine Carlyle-

Miguel
Carmen Narcia

Maria Peters
Lemuel Vincent
Monique White
Sterling Zappia

24
Brian Ruelas

25
Ciera Lopez

26
Marciano Joaquin

Miguel Moreno-
Kaniatobe

Brandon Peters

27
Joaquin Dickerson

Richard Joaquin
Karen Kaniatobe

Rommel Lyons
Joe Miguel, Jr.
Larisa Rascon
Kobe Santiago

28
Nicholas Narcia

Ernest Pete
Brandon Thomas, Jr.

29
Victor Andaverde
Tashina Salcido

Lee Smith

30
Lina Batopis
Kylee Carlyle

Julio Gloria, IV
Kateri Lopez
Michael Luz

Taylor Santiago

Wishing Our Son – Jose Angel “Litt le 
Chino” A Happy 1st Bir�hday. We Love 

You Ver� Much!! 
With Love, Mommy & Daddy Chino

Happy Bir�hday Auciana!! 
Dad says you are gett ing closer and 

closer to becoming a young lady, 
always remember and don’t forget 
what I’ve taught you and always 
remember your litt le sister looks 
up to you too. Yup, when Nyaila 

star�ed lear�ing to crawl and 
walk she would follow you around 
ever��here and still is. Keep up the 
g�eat work in Middle School, you’re 
doing AWESOME. You’re smar� and 
Beautif�l but remember Beaut� is in 

your actions and how you t�eat others. 
Hope you enjoy your Bir�hday.

Love you, Mom and Dad

Happy Bir�hday to our Beautif�l 
Crazy Mean daughter Ayla I’m jus 

playing hope you have f�n and enjoy 
your bir�hday! That’s fr om Dad. 

HAHA Nyaila you keep up the g�eat 
work too, we are proud of you too! 
Thanks for helping out around the 

house and being your Big Sister, 
“Big Sister”.

Love you, Mom and Dad

Happy 11th Bir�hday to our Beans! 
Continue to be the best you can be for 
yourself and your family and fr iends 

that love you. We will always want 
the best for you! Have an awesome 

day Beans and t�� to stay a kid...quit 

t��ing to g�ow up so fast. 
Love Always, Grandpa and Grandma 

and the rest of the gang! 

Happy Bir�hday Beans. 
Keep up the good work in school. 

Keep playing spor�s, and of course 
keep on dancing Babe! 

LOVE, Toonerz, Jordan, and Naya 

Happy 11th Bir�hday to Miss Beans! 
Hope you have an awesome one babe. 

You make us proud with the spor�s 
and dancing that you do. Keep it up! I 
believe you will go somewhere with it. 

Love, Auntie Kaycee & Tio Hector

A ver� happy bir�hday to my 
g�anddaughter Renay D. Peters

Love G. Rose

Happy Bir�hday CiCi.
Hope you’ll have a ver� nice day.

Love Mom

Happy Bir�hday Rena
Stay in school and follow your 

dreams. I Love you!
From Grandma Lena

Happy Bir�hday Raven 
I love you so much, and many more 

to come.
Love Grandma Lena

Happy Bir�hday Alber�o, and many 
more to come.

Love you, fr om Mom Lena

Happy Bir�hday Ar�onda, 
enjoy your day but don’t overdo it.

Love your Mom, Lena

Happy Bir�hday Andy and many 
more to come. I love you.

Love Grandma Lena

Happy Bir�hday Mousey!
Love your family

Happy Bir�hday to my son Cecil
Love, Mom

Happy Bir�hday to my g�andsons 
Aaron, Jose and Dar�ell and my 

g�anddaughter Ramona
Love, Grandma

Stay happy, stay awesome, 
and stay young at hear�. 

Have a g�eat bir�hday Raych!
From ever�one at the Runner
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NOW HIRING

• Experienced Line Cook

• Experienced Server

• Experienced Bartender

• Experienced Nightclub/Sports Bar Server

• Experienced Maintenance Mechanic

Employee Bash continued from front page Housekeeping takes win at 2019 
Harrah’s Battle of the Bras

Los Tigres Del Norte 
visits San Juan Church 
in Ak-Chin

To honor Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin Hotel & Casino 
held their annual Battle of the 
Bras fashion show event, on 
Saturday, October 26, to help 
raise awareness for women’s 
and men’s health issues and to 
raise money for the American 
Cancer Society chapters. 

Nine different departments 
stepped up to participate, 
including the Harrah’s 
Development System 
associates, most notably last 
year’s champions and trying to 
take the win again. 

The different departments 
battled each other for the 
win by showing off their 
awesome dance moves, and 
their blinging, dazzling, and 
outrageous intimate wear 
ensembles. 

Taking first place for 
2019 bragging honors was 
Housekeeping, with Beverage 
earning second place. 

At the end of the campaign, 
Caesar’s Foundation donated 
$25,000 to the American

Cancer Society chapters. 

Prior to playing before a sold-
out crowd at the Harrah’s Ak-
Chin Events Center on Friday, 
October 25, band members of 
Los Tigres Del Norte and staff 
made their way down Farrell 
Road through the Ak-Chin 
Community in their mega-bus 
to visit the San Juan Church 
(chov) as they payed their 
respects to not only the church 
but to ACIC. 

As band members Oscar Lara 
and Jorge, Hernan, Eduardo, 
and Luis Hernandez made 
their way off of the bus, they 
were met by members of 
the Miguel family who were 
lined up. Band members made 
their way to each person and 
thanked each one for allowing 
them the opportunity to visit 
the church.

Inside the church, Ak-Chin 
Tribal Chairman Robert 
Miguel and Genevieve Miguel 
were able to explain the 
history of the San Juan Church 

and presented each member 
with a seashell necklace and 
clay pottery. Prior to their final 
good-byes to the family and 
their departure for the Casino 
for their soundcheck, the band 
not only thanked the family 
once again for their hospitality 
but treated the family with a 
song, “Las Mananitas”, by 
accordionist Jorge Hernandez.

Chairman Miguel helped 
coordinate the visit with Los 
Tigres Del Norte Manager and 
good friend Dwayne Ulloa. 
“When it was announced that 

Los Tigres Del Norte was 
coming to Harrah’s, Dwayne 
and I spoke and I was able 
to extend an invitation to the 
band to possibly come to the 
church if time permitted,” 
Miguel said. “I always extend 
an invitation to all, not to just 
artists, but to any new visitors 
to the community.”

The day of the show, 
Chairman was enroute from 
a late afternoon meeting in 
Tucson, thinking nothing of 
the invitation during his drive 
home. “As I passed through 

Stanfield on my way to the 
main headquarters, I get a call 
from Dwayne who asked if the 
offer to visit the church was 
still on the table,” Miguel said. 
“I told him yes... what time 
would they be arriving? He 
told me that they arrived early 
at Sky Harbor Airport and that 
they were enroute to Maricopa 
and would be in Ak-Chin in 
about 30 minutes.” 

Chairman made his way back 
to the office and immediately 
made his way home to prepare 
for the visit. “On my way 
home, I tried desperately to get 
in touch with my mom to let 
her know so she could clean 
up, but she wasn’t answering. 

As I got to her house and 
gave her the information, she 
literally dropped everything 
she was doing and nervously 
and anxiously made her 
way to the church, not really 
believing that they would be 

arriving soon.”

Chairman Miguel was able 
to spend some time with the 
group and his friend Dwayne, 
prior, during and following 
the show. “It was great to 
hear from the group on how 
happy they were to perform at 
a new venue such as Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin Resort & Casino, 
they loved every second of 
their time here,” Miguel said. 
“I think the best part was the 
group letting me know that 
they loved the San Juan Church 
and the how it reminded them 
of growing up in Mexico and 
going to services in a small 
church. They all said that it felt 
so comfortable in there”

The Ak-Chin Community 
should be proud and honored 
that a group/artist such as Los 
Tigres Del Norte took the time 
to visit a landmark such as the 
San Juan Church.

Battle of the Bras winners: Housekeeping.

Los Tigres del Norte visits San Juan Church at Ak-Chin.

Story and photos by L. Peters

Story and photo by Runner Staff

strutted their stuff in front 
of Chairman Robert Miguel, 
Councilmember Octavio 
Machado and Community 
Operations Manager Bart 
Smith. Many characters from 
The Wizard of Oz stole the 
show including the Lollipop 
Guild, a Flying Monkey and 
the Tin Man. 

Raffle prizes were given 
throughout the evening and the 
Employee Bash department 
videos were revealed on the big 
screen. Breakout Performance 
went to Eddie Berzoza and 
Sanitation/Public Works won 
best video. 

Delicious carnival food 
catered by Harrah’s included 
mini corn dogs, churros, 
taquitos, popcorn and candy 
apples. The signature cocktail 
created by Harrah’s was a big 
hit. Dueling pianos played all 
night while employees played 
ladder golf, corn hole and 
took photos with the many 
“carnevil” themed props.

At the end of the bash, 
employees had a great time 
getting to know each other 
and seeing that “spooky” 
side of their coworkers while 
enjoying the festivities. 

Left: Scary clown at the bash 
entrance. Top: Employees 
lounging.

Beverage takes second place in the battle. 
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